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Main Difference — Jargon vs. Slang

Both jargon and slang are two special types of language varieties. The main difference between Jargon and Slang is,

Jargon is terminology that is used in relation to a specific activity, profession, group, or event whereas slang is

the use of informal words and expressions that are not considered standard in the speaker’s dialect or language.

What is Jargon

Jargon is a special type of language used in a particular context and may not be understood outside of that

context. They are special words or expressions that belong to a specific profession or activity. It is the terminology of

science, technology, trade, art, etc. The people outside that particular field will not understand the meanings of these

words. Given below are some specific fields and jargons used in them.
Police jargon:
Code Eight — Term that means officer needs help immediately
FTP — The failure of an individual to pay a fine
Suspect — A person whom the police think may have committed a crime
Engineering jargon:
CADD —Computer aided drafting and design
OFD — Quality Function Deployment
Stochastic- statistically random variation
Business Jargon:
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Open the kimono — to share information with an outside party

Sweat equity — to get a stake in the business instead of money

Over time, some jargons can become accepted words and understood by a larger group of people. For example, words

like RAM, byte, hexadecimal, which were jargons in the computing science, are known by everyone.

It's just a mild hyperinsulism due to islet
cell hyperplasia with a touch of hepatic
insufficiency and glycogen depletion.

What is Slang

Slang is a colloquial variety of language that is used in highly informal situations. It is always used with people

who share similar social backgrounds and age groups. This is not used in the written language.

A special feature of slang is that slang words do not stay in the language for a long time. Many slang words disappear,
and new words come into the language. However, there are some words that were introduced to the language as slang

but have evolved into standard words. For example, taxi, bogus, hoax, skyscraper, etc.

A new slang word can come into being in two ways. A new word can be coined or invented, or an old word can be
given a new word. For example, the word wicked originally means cruel or evil, but in slang wicked means wonderful

or excellent.
Gutted — feeling devasted
Blimev — exclamation used to remark that somethine is remarkable.
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Adam and Eva — to believe

Beemer — B.M.W car

Blow — to leave a place

Chick — a young and pretty girl

This food is
wicked!

Difference Between Jargon and Slang

Definition

Jargon is a particular type of language that is used by those engaged in a specific profession or activity.
Slang is a type of language consisting of words and phrases that are regarded as very informal.

Written Context

Jargon can be used in both written and spoken context.
Slang is only used in spoken language.

Formality level

Jargon is not informal and can be used in a professional context.
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