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Tntroed uction

Estumgbne envisonment being one of the most pio-
ductive nafural habsitils supports 3 ke 2 im-
blage of thora and fauma especially adapiod o five at
the margin of the sea. To survive within the |mler-
tidal some of coanta] emvironments, plets and ane-
mals may have b withstand exposure to deskocs-
o, o stness, lemperaire stness, LIV radia-
tisnn, a3 wrll an problems associsted with gas ex-
change and accumulation of metabolic wastios dur-

ing their petiodic eypesure fo air. Henocforth, infer-
tidal organisms exhibil adaptive structural,
Inctavioral and physiologucal modifications or ad-
aptation in respomse fo such envinnmental stresscs

(Vermedj, 1973) Malluscs being the predominant
fanna in the mangrove play a significant ecological
ol i M strochune and functloning of this ooy
i, shiw a great complesity in their trophis skatus
dhue to i presence at different leveds in the food
web s delrivore, filler feeders, herbivones and
prodator (Kotie-Mapoko of ol 2007). The nature of
the moliwscan community is stromghy mfluenced by
phvsical conditions of the envirmmmend i Maksir ot al,
W14} Avaiability of food and sheller with spatio-
bernpisral variation and hydrodvmamic farees in the
estuarine region crealte microhabitats for
macrofauna and directly or isdirectly athect the
aquadaty oof Bvirg of ienenigraties Lan s arnd juvertiles
ol bervilhe organisms [Ronnbade, 19990 Pulmasnate



