
 



 

 TITLE OF EVENT/ PROGRAMME (SEMINAR/WORKSHOP): “Nari Kothay 

Sahitya o Samaj” 

 

 THEME OF THE EVENT/ PROGRAMME: Women Voicing their Rights and 

Opinions in Society from Time Immemorial as portrayed in Mahabharata and 19th 

Century female Theatre Actors.  

 

 ACADEMIC SESSION: 2023-2024 

 

 DATE: 27/03/2024 

 

 VENUE: Centenary Building, Asutosh college  

 

 OBJECTIVE/ PURPOSE: POTRYAL OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY AND 

LITERATURE WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO MAHABHARATH AND 19TH 

CENTURY FEMALE THEATRE ACTORS. 

 

 SPEAKER/S / RESOURCE PERSON/S:  

 

Dr. Manas Kabi, Principal, Asutosh College. 

Dr.  Anita Chattopadhyay Gupta, Principal, Deshbandhu College for Girls. 

Prof Dr. Basabi Chakraborty, Netaji Open University.Department of Sociology. 

Mrs. Madhuboni Chatterjee, Director, Jahnavi School of Performing Arts. 

Mrs. Suranjana Dasgupta, Actor and Director. 

 

 

 TARGET AUDIENCE/ PARTICIPANTS: Faculty and students of Asutosh College 

and Deshbandhu College for Girls. 

 

 ATTENDANCE SHEET:  

 





 
 

 BRIEF REPORT ABOUT THE EVENT/ PROGRAMME:  

 



Title: The Portrayal of Women in Society and Literature: Insights from the Mahabharata and 19th Century 

Female Theatre Actors 

 

Introduction: 

The portrayal of women in society and literature has been a topic of interest and debate for centuries. This 

report aims to explore the representation of women in two distinct contexts: the ancient Indian epic 

Mahabharata and the world of 19th-century female theatre actors. By examining these sources, we can 

gain valuable insights into how women have been depicted and perceived in different cultural and 

historical settings. 

 

Portrayal of Women in the Mahabharata: 

The Mahabharata, one of the most revered texts in Hindu mythology, offers a complex and multifaceted 

portrayal of women. Characters like Draupadi and Kunti are depicted as strong, intelligent, and influential 

figures who play pivotal roles in shaping the epic narrative. Draupadi, in particular, is known for her 

resilience, courage, and unwavering sense of justice. Despite facing numerous challenges and injustices, 

she emerges as a symbol of female empowerment and agency in a patriarchal society. 

 

Portrayal of 19th Century Female Theatre Actors: 

In the 19th century, female theatre actors faced unique challenges and opportunities in the male-

dominated world of performing arts. These women often defied societal norms by pursuing careers on 

stage, where they showcased their talent, creativity, and resilience. Through their performances, female 

theatre actors challenged traditional gender roles and stereotypes, offering audiences a new perspective on 

women's capabilities and aspirations. These actors played a crucial role in shaping public perceptions of 

women's roles in society and paving the way for greater gender equality in the arts. 

 

 

EXPECTED OUTCOME:   The portrayal of women in society and literature can have a significant 

impact on how they are perceived and treated. In the case of the Mahabharata, women are often depicted 

as strong and influential figures, such as Draupadi and Kunti, who play crucial roles in shaping the 

narrative. This can lead to a more empowered view of women in society. 

 

Similarly, in the context of 19th-century female theatre actors, their portrayal on stage could challenge 

traditional gender roles and stereotypes, showcasing women as capable and talented individuals. This 

could potentially inspire real-life women to pursue their passions and break free from societal constraints. 

 

Overall, by portraying women in a positive and empowering light in both society and literature, we can 

work towards creating a more inclusive and equitable world for all individuals. 
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