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Objectives: 

● To trace the historical evolution of human communication from oral traditions to the digital 

age.   

● To examine the limitations and advantages of each stage of communication technology.   

● To discuss the impact of digitalization on oral and folk art forms and explore strategies for 

preserving and revitalizing India’s rich communication heritage 

● To foster interactive dialogue on balancing technological progress with cultural preservation.   

 

Brief Report : 

 

On May 7, 2025, the Department of Journalism and Mass Communication at Asutosh College, in 

collaboration with the IQAC Cell, organized an enlightening seminar titled "Tracing the Stages: 

Evolution of Human Communication from Oral to Digital." The event, held at the Seminar Hall of the 

Centenary Building from 1 PM onwards, featured Dr. Shaktipada Kumar, Assistant Professor in the 

Department of English at Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University, as the esteemed guest speaker. 

The seminar attracted a large number of students and faculty members, fostering an interactive and 

engaging atmosphere. Dr. Kumar took the audience on a captivating journey through the five stages of 

human communication evolution: Oral & Gesture Stage, Scrabble/Transcriptional Stage, Printing 

Technology Stage, Audio/Visual Stage, Digital Communication Stage.  

 

Dr. Kumar emphasized that while digitalization has upgraded communication, it cannot replace the 

essence of oral traditions. He illustrated this with examples like the Chhau Dance, which adapted 

during the COVID-19 pandemic by moving performances online, yet retained its cultural roots.  The 

seminar highlighted the richness of Indian oral traditions. The Rasas (emotional expressions) in 

Chhau Dance, such as Shringara (love) and Raudra (anger), showcasing its depth as a communicative 

art form, through visuals from his own documentary.  

However, challenges like cultural gaps and the decline of folk arts were addressed. Dr. Kumar noted 

that urban detachment and Western influences have led to a loss of pride in traditional forms like 

Chhau, making revival efforts crucial.   

 The seminar concluded with a lively Q&A session, where Dr. Kumar answered questions ranging 

from the role of slang in songs (Tusu) to the limitations of digital communication. And finally, ended 

on a melodious note, with Dr. Kumar singing an original composition traditional song, leaving the 

audience inspired and reflective about the enduring power of human communication.   

The seminar provided a profound understanding of how communication has evolved while 

underscoring the irreplaceable value of oral traditions. Attendees left with a renewed appreciation for 

India’s cultural heritage and the dynamic interplay between tradition and technology.   
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