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Message from the President
Asutosh College Governing Body

Today, the 31% of May 2023, the Asutosh College family will be poorer by comparison
for Sri Apurba Ray, Vice-Principal and former Bursar of the institution, and Associate
Professor in the department of Mathematics retires from service. Prof. Ray’s calm
presence will be missed by all in the college - by his colleagues in the department of
Mathematics and in the Professors’ Room, by the staff in the Principal’s room, by all
students and all members of the non-teaching staff. His has been a steadying influence
on all who interacted with him during his period of service in this college, but even
more so during his tenure as Vice-Principal. In the troubled times of the COVID-19
pandemic he steered this institution deftly and with great sensitivity.

The little pieces of reminiscence in this FESTSCHRIFT penned by Prof. Ray’s colleagues
show the high esteem in which the Asutosh College family holds him. | take this
opportunity to congratulate him on a successful service life and wish him well in the
days ahead.

Prof. Saugata Roy
President
Governing Body
Asutosh College
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Note from the Publication Cell

he Publication Cell of Asutosh College is honoured to be associated with yet

another volume of FESTSCHRIFT, being published as a mark of appreciation for

Professor Apurba Ray, Vice Principal of this august institution. Sir fitted into
different posts with ease but never made evident his complete indispensability. His
colleagues both new and old, of his department and the entire college know, feel and
acknowledge his mammoth contribution. He is a true leader in every sense, guarding
and ensuring the well-being of allemployees and so this FESTSCHRIFT is a spontaneous
outflow of sentiments that his colleagues shower him with.

A man of few words, well-controlled emotions and a gentle demeanor, Sir will be
remembered by everyone with love, respect and gratitude for the significant difference
he made in both academia and administration. Unknowingly, he has taught us much.

May his life ahead be filled with peace and calm - possibly the things he holds dearest.

Publication Cell

Dr. Chandramalli Sengupta
Dr. Sraboni Roy
Dr. Supatra Sen

Dr. Reema Roy
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A Journey Well Traversed

t has been a real pleasure to have been able to work with Prof. Apurba Kumar

Ray over the years. You have always been kind, patient, soft-spoken, and wise,

and that is how you will be remembered forever. When | first joined the college,
an image of yours still resonates in my mind: that you are sitting at the corner of the
staffroom, passionately engaged in a game of chess whenever you managed some
time within your busy schedule. And of course, how can one forget your association
with preparing the central routine year after year managing so many difficult variables.
Your popularity among students of mathematics clearly proves your supreme control
over the profession of teaching.

We also saw him as part of the administration for a long time, first as our representative
in the G.B., then as our Bursar, and finally as the Vice Principal of our college. And
as usual, he showed his natural ability as an administrator. His attention to details,
his dedication, his command over budget management, and his ability to voice great
suggestions in difficult situations without losing his calm are some highlights of him
as an administrator. We all value your suggestions, and | can vouch for myself that |
have tried to emulate your control over emotions in situations where others would
easily panic.

You have left an indelible mark on the college, and your expertise and guidance will be
greatly missed. Your unwavering commitment to academic excellence has set a high
standard for us all, and your presence will be felt long after you leave.

As you embark on this new chapter in your life, | hope you know how much you are
appreciated and valued. May this retirement be a time of relaxation, reflection, and
fulfilment. Congratulations on a well-deserved retirement, and best wishes for a
happy and healthy future.

Dr. Sayani Mukhopadhyay
Governing Body Teachers' Representative
&

Associate Professor in Geography
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Note from IQAC

Respected Sir,

t gives me immense pleasure in writing a few lines about my association with you

during my tenure in this College since 2017. We have been serving under your able

leadership as the Vice Principal of our college since December 6", 2017. Although,
it has been only six incredible years yet this journey is comparable to that of a lifetime
specially keeping in mind what we learnt and experienced during the pandemic. Your
words of wisdom, parental guidance are things that | shall cherish all my life.

Your temperament in solving problems and your patience at work is enviable. Your
ability to convert weakness into strength and use them in one’s stride is a quality
to imbibe for all of us. | shall always look up to you in times of distress and try and
implement what | have learnt from you. It was indeed a fulfilling experience working
with you.

| have always seen you as a man of few words since the time | came in touch with
you. You were performing your duties as the Bursar of our College when | joined
this esteemed institution in January, 2017. | still remember our interactions in the
department of mathematics during my initial days after joining Asutosh College. | have
had the privilege to experience your meticulous ways of working. Your valuable advice
has always been my guiding force.

Over time our interactions took a new dimension as you began your journey as the
Vice Principal of our College and | was given the opportunity to serve the institution in
the capacity of the head of the postgraduate department of Zoology in 2019 and as the
IQAC Co-ordinator of our college since 2022.

Your simple, quiet, methodical pattern of working that you practised over these years
is surely something that | shall be taking cues from. Your effective yet simple ways of
living life taught me how to approach difficult situations with a smiling and brave face.

You have been such an administrator whose legacy in the hearts of people shall never
be destroyed. Your warmth has given rise to love and enduring respect in our hearts
that will live on. For me, your caring and forgiving attitude was very endearing. | feel
each one of usis a better person because of you. You have earned the trust and respect
of all those who came in touch with you. The respect you bestowed upon us, your
willingness and eagerness to involve us in taking major decisions are things that shall

11
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be remembered. You were dedicated to your task, sincere to the core, simple in life,
able to remain calm under pressure and never yielding to anger. You created a stress-
free learning environment for students and teachers.

Working under your able administration was indeed a pleasure and as you embark on
your new journey, | wish you a very healthy and fulfilling life ahead. Create beautiful
memories in the years to come and thank you once again for being a constant source
of support.

Take care Sir,

Regards,

Dr. Sriparna Datta Ray

Head of the Department of Zoology
and

1QAC, Co-ordinator

Asutosh College
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Prof. Apurba Ray, A Distinguished
Colleague, Who Became A Friend Forever.

rof. Apurba (it means which has not been seen or noted earlier) Ray is practically
a person, which epitomises him,from my point of view.

You must be wondering why | am writing so. Would you please allow me to
establish my observations in favour of my claim?

Keeping in mind that you have allowed me, let me put on record my observations.

1. That Apurba takes ample time to comb his hair, which never becomes QCeTICI=T
EVEN IF THERE IS STORM DURING TEACHERS' COUNCIL MEETING.

2. That Apurba has essentially maintained his style of wearing clothes (i3l @te ==
qeT1E (12)

3. That Apurba was the first person during my college tenure, who introduced
playing chess during leisure hours with Prof. Pranab Basu, till the later left for
Viswa-Bharati.

4. That Apurba was the only person, who was never hesitant in offering me cigarettes
(itis information for Apurba that | have quit smoking].
5. That Apurba was the only person about whom another Prof. Ray of our times, never

found any fault, whereas that Prof. Ray was considered to be t35%/51, in many other
cases.

6. That Apurba, what | presume uses NABARATNA OIL TO KEEP HIS Sl 37! 3% COOL
cooL.

7. That Apurba was very energetic during our college picnics. In one such occasions,
Apurba and myself took the responsibility of doing /51 JIEI FROM LAKE MARKET.

On that very day, | came to know that there is a rice variety, known as 3. He
bought that variety, but in real life he never used the technique of giving BANSKATI
to anybody, who even disliked him.

8. That Apurba was very cordial to my elder son. My son used to go to his house to
get help for Mathematics. Whenever he used to come back his first words were,

" iR MG wirer griw fefetfs) (Ler, 6l g ShiE c4ens | Sifs qeTol: e i e,
BT CO! =IITal FeTea 1™
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9. That Apurba never uttered a single word, which hurt his colleagues in the college.
10. That Apurba’s most favourite words were, "7l IS SR S (G (A 0"
when | used to travel back home in his favourite FIAT.

Last but not the least, " He is truly a wonderful person with a large heart and that is
why, he could even accommodate me in his heart, knowing fully that an insignificant
person like me does not deserve such love and respect.”

Thus Apurba became a Friend Forever from a Distinguished Colleague in my life.

Dr. Debdas Ray
Retired Associate Professor of Geology
Asutosh College.

“ e ST FCAICE], 06 9Mefo Yot |”
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1987
A Man Who Led From The Front

rof. Apurba Ray is possibly the coolest brained personality | have ever met. |

used to seek his guidance every time | needed any suggestion about any problem

in my functioning in the college. Actually, he is our Apurba Da, a guardian of
many of his juniors in this very big college and | am one of the fortunate few whom he
addresses here with the pronoun "tui.”.

Prof. Ray joined Asutosh College as a teacher of Mathematics in 1987, the same year
in which | took admission here as a student of Geology honours with Mathematics as
a Pass subject. A teacher is a teacher forever. | can speak from personal experience
of his teaching abilities. When | first started teaching, | thought | needed to modify the
ways | explained certain mathematical derivations that were essential to my lessons.
| had no hesitation in asking him, and thus came to know better the art of explaining
problems in Mathematics.

In my opinion, he is without a doubt the best chess player among the four colleagues
who enjoyed playing the mental game after class hours. | remember myself as the
sole spectator who never dared to participate as a player, of the series of games played
every evening.

My impression is that the statements made by Prof. Ray at the Asutosh College
Teachers' Council meetings served as instructional resources for new teachers
who were interested in the institution's overall improvement. He always presented
arguments and justifications for his statements. His remarks usually sparked debate
on how to maximize potential and get over obstacles to uphold the integrity of the
institute and its academic standards.

As a perfectionist he has prepared almost flawless class schedules for all subjects
and served the college as the Bursar for years. | can remember once while attending
a conference in Ahmedabad | had to write my basic salary in a form required for
reimbursement of airfare by the organizers. | made a phone call to Prof. Ray, the
bursar of the college at that time. In no time he retrieved the necessary data from his
system and informed me.
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We confronted numerous difficult issues during his not long but not short term
tenure as the Vice Principal of the college. Regular academic activities nearly came
to a halt during the first several days of the nationwide shutdown due to the Covid-19
epidemic. We transitioned to the online way of teaching and learning under his capable
supervision, quickly becoming accustomed to the then new normal. Prof. Ray, a senior
gentleman who is dependent insulin, bravely came to the college practically every
day during that period to drive forward its development. Every teacher and leader
in academic institutions can learn from his courage, competence, and calm for the
benefit of themselves as well as the institution.

Dr. Abhik Kundu
Associate Professor

Department of Geology
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Prof. Apurba Ray in My Eyes

efore joining Asutosh College, | had heard of a renowned Professor of

Mathematics, Prof. Apurba Ray of Asutosh College who was famous for his

knowledge and way of teaching. | thought of him as a grave and serious person.
But the day | joined Asutosh College, | met him in the Principal's room and found him
a very friendly person with a smile on his face. | was very impressed with his polite
nature and friendly behaviour. | was very happy thinking that | had found such a nice
person as my senior colleague.

Apurba Sir, as | have seen him for the last twelve years, does not talk much; most of
the time he is engrossed in his work, calm, cool and collected. It was me who most of
the time used to poke him by initiating conversations with him regarding everything
about our college, retired Professors of the Department of Mathematics, departmental
activities, even about his personal life. Sometimes | shared some jocular comments
with him. He never became annoyed, rather he used to reciprocate every time. | must
admit that he has a good sense of humour. As | observed him, Apurba Sir is a very
broadminded and easily accessible person who is always willing to lend a helping hand.
Whenever | asked him for help for any problem, he guided me heartily through the
right way to solve the problem. He never misled me. | believe that he treats everybody
the same way who comes to him with his or her problems.

Not only our personal problems, Apurba Sir has solutions to every problem regarding
official and administrative affairs of our college. Several times | saw in Teachers’
Council Meeting, when everybody was at a loss with some official complications,
unperturbed Apurba Sir salvaged us very smoothly with his wits. An instance of his
loyalty to Asutosh College is that he never availed his off day. He came to his college
everyday and took classes along with other routine chores. What else can it be other
than his utter love and commitment to his college? One of his exceptional excellence
is that he never misbehaved with anybody, scolded anybody or used any sort of foul
language to anybody. He has the ability to restrain himself. | think he has got a “Golden
Heart".

Apurba Sir is now holding the post of Vice Principal and he is the highest Authority of

our college. Nevertheless | have not noticed any change in his behavior towards his
colleagues as yet. | find the same person in him as he used to be before becoming Vice
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Principal. Such distinctive nature of his kind is very rare and really appreciable.

From many of my senior colleagues | came to know that Apurba Sir has countless
positive contributions to many successes of our college, for some of which | myself
am the witness. Asutosh College will remember Prof. Apurba Ray for his priceless
services and contributions forever.

Ashim Sarkar
Assitant Professor

Dept of Mathematics
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Professor Apurba Ray as I saw him

t was anormal day in November of 2014 when | made my first visit to the department

of Mathematics, Asutosh College with the idea of informing the existing stakeholders

of my eagerness to join the department in the near future and to get acquainted with
my future colleagues. That was my first meeting with Prof. Apurba Ray, then the Head
of the Department of Mathematics and the Bursar of the college. My first impression
of him was that of a senior faculty member, and to me a fatherly figure. So | decided to
call him 'Sir’, which | will use throughout this article to refer to him.

With more interactions with him, | started to realize that Sir was a very calm and
composed person with a very wise head on his shoulders. With all the responsibilities
that he performed on a daily basis in the capacity of bursar, it was clear that he was
an integral part of the institution and the institution depended on his service in many
aspects, especially with regard to finance. | remember, everyday there used to be a
queue of staff members outside the department of Mathematics waiting for their turn
to meet Sir and get a solution to their problems mainly regarding the financial issues
of the institution. With a smiling face, he kept on meeting them one by one and advised
them on their issues. Apart from this, working on the monthly pay bills of the staff
members, arrear bills of the faculty members, pay fixation of newly appointed faculty
members, promotion-related document preparation, formed the daily chores of Sir,
which he performed quite efficiently and joyfully.

In spite of so much administrative responsibility, Apurba Ray as a teacher touched
me in all possible ways it could have. | remember him taking classes from 11 am in
the morning on a regular basis during that time (2015-2017). He used to conduct his
classes inside the department in the mathematics laboratory, and sometimes | used
to sit in the adjacent faculty room and listen to his classes. His classes on applied
mathematics, especially on the topics like particle dynamics, rigid dynamics, statics,
hydrostatics, etc., were unparalleled. Listening to him teaching from the adjacent room
| got anidea about the teaching quality and prowess of Sir. His explanation of a problem
was extremely lucid and interesting to all students. His way of solving mathematical
problems involved techniques that can be rarely found in books. These not only made
him an excellent teacher but an idol for the students. | have interacted with many ex-
students of sir, namely Ajoy Jana (currently a faculty member of the department of
Mathematics, Barrackpore Rastraguru Surendranath College) and others. Almost all
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are of the opinion that there was no better teacher than Apurba Ray in their student
life.

Sirwas the head of the department of Mathematics from the time | joined the institution
till he took the responsibilities of the Vice-Principal. His method of running the daily
activities of the department was really something to look out for. The management of
the available human resources was of top quality. It was a learning experience for me
and for all the other junior faculty members of the department.

At the end of each year, Sir was found busy with big sheets which had class routines
written all over. He used to get drowned under those big sheets trying to make his
way towards preparing a class timetable that could accommodate all the departments
of the college. It is quite understandable what a humongous task that is and how
much knowledge, patience, and intelligence it requires to prepare a class timetable
for over twenty-five departments. After college hours, chess games between Sir and
Dr. Sudip Dasgupta (from the Department of Geography) were a common sight in the
department of Mathematics. | have been missing that since 2018 when Sir accepted
the responsibilities of the Vice Principal of the college and shifted to the Principal’s
office on the first floor.

After accepting the responsibilities of the Vice-Principal of the college, he had to leave
the department of Mathematics and get involved in the administration of the college.
But he was always there to participate actively in all the activities of the department
from time to time. Whenever it was necessary we took his advice regarding various
issues related to the department. His expertise always got us through all the troubles
very smoothly. In the Vice Principal’s office, it was a completely different challenge
for Sir, but he handled it very smoothly. Be it academic affairs, financial affairs, or
administrative issues, Sir was always one step forward in the situation and handled
everything properly with his expertise and experience. | would say his reign as the
administrative authority of the institution was really a golden period for Asutosh
College.

His dedication to his duties is unmatched by far in today’s time. It is evident from
the numerous souls that he has touched by his excellent teaching skills and deep
knowledge over the years, and someone like me who never got the opportunity to
become his student, but is inspired by his personality. | feel honored to have known
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such a dedicated and compassionate individual. The life skills he has shown over the
years cannot be learned in a book, and | will be forever grateful for the wisdom and
expertise that he has passed on to me both directly and indirectly. Probably this is
the beginning of a new innings for him where he will find ample time for himself to do
those things for which he could not spare time before. | would say do not retire from
something, but retire to something. | wish Sir a happy, healthy, and long life ahead.
May good luck be with him in all the work he has been waiting to do all these years!!.

“Congratulations on making it over all the hurdles and reaching
that wonderful time of life where you get to do whatever you

want.”

Stella Rheingold

Dr. Prabir Rudra
Assistant Professor

Dept. of Mathematics
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