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Message from President
Asutosh College Governing Body

Dr Dipak Kumar Kar ends his service at Asutosh College on this day, 28 February 2023.
He retires as its Principal and to mark this occasion that evokes in us all a mixture
of emotions, the institution with which Dr Kar has been associated for the longest
period of time, Asutosh College, has decided to publish in his honour this volume
Festschrift: Prof. Dr Dipak Kumar Kar. It is a collage of memories penned with care by
his colleagues here, some retired, a few his peers and the rest younger. A brilliant
scholar, a wonderful teacher, Dr Kar is a well-known name in the field of Botany having
authored quite a few books and numerous scholarly articles, some of which have won
international acclaim. But it is as an administrator that he has really proved his mettle
and for which no praise is enough.

My sincere best wishes to Dr. Kar as he begins a new chapter in his life.

Prof. Saugata Roy
President
Governing Body
Asutosh College
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Message from Vice Principal

Professor Dipak Kumar Kar has been a treasured colleague for three decades
now. He has been a pioneer of Asutosh College and a true leader in every sense of
the term. Unknowingly, he has taught me much. In fact he has been an inspiration
to most, who have come in contact with him. A very dedicated and sincere human,
Professor Kar is extremely meticulous and strives for perfection even in the minutest
of things. Perhaps this is what sets him apart from everyone else. Though he has
climbed from peak to peak, he has treasured his ties with Asutosh College and is
always there for valuable advice and suggestions. | share a very special bond
with him as he has always been courteous and respectful despite his designation
and seniority. It has been my privilege to work with him as Bursar and then
Vice Principal.

This volume is a humble tribute to this legendary figure. A number of articles have
been written each rich with personal memoirs and perspectives. But no word of
praise is really enough for Professor Kar. He with his towering contribution to Asutosh
College will always be that ray of light which will enlighten all academic minds and
every Asutoshian for years to come.

| sincerely thank every contributor and express my gratitude to the Publication Cell of
this College who have attempted to compile Professor Kar’s illustrious career in this
volume. | wish Professor Kar the very best of everything in the days ahead.

May we all fulfil the dreams which Professor Kar envisioned for this august Institution.

Prof. Apurba Ray

Vice Principal
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A Few Words on
My Vivid Memories

Prof. (Dr.) Dipak Kumar Kar is going to retire as Principal of Asutosh College in
February 2023. | have been associated with him since 2003. In this long tenure Prof.
Kar literally gave me hands-on training in several administrative work .

He is a person who remained busy 24 hours a day for the overall development of
Asutosh College. During his tenure as Principal he did outstanding development of
the College. Developing the Second campus of Asutosh College in Bhasa, opening the
Humanities Block, construction of the Centenary PG Building near the main campus,
giving a new look to the old library of the College,are just a few to mention among his
several endeavours for the upliftment of the College. All these will be counted as his
indelible achievements for Asutosh College, which will be remembered by us for a
long time.

In 2010, he initiated construction of a new floor in the Asutosh College Training
Centre and subsequently started there the 1st Post Graduate Course in Humanities
in the Department of Bengali in 2011, to commemorate the 150th Birth Anniversary
of Rabindranath Tagore. Under his leadership, Asutosh College acquired ‘A" Grade
from NAAC, UGC. | feel this accreditation to be an important milestone and from there
another glorious chapter of Asutosh College has begun.

It is very difficult to write in short about Prof. Kar as | have many a happy memory
about him. This retirement is nothing but a process of transition for him. The term
‘retired-life" cannot found in his own dictionary. | strongly believe that as long as he
lives he will be associated with administrative work of some kind or other and will
also remain associated with Asutosh College. | pray for him a future life filled with joy,
happiness and good health.

To end, | wish to say that | feel blessed to be associated with this volume titled
“Festschrift: Prof. Dipak Kumar Kar" that Asutosh College is going to publish as a
mark of respect for its Principal on his retirement. Thanks to everyone who wrote
about Prof. (Dr.) Dipak Kumar Kar in the said volume. | take this opportunity also to
salute my colleagues who have edited the said volume.

Regards.
Dr. Manas Kabi

Bursar
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Note from
Publication Cell

Prof. Dipak Kumar Kar, currently Vice-Chancellor, Sidho Kanho Birsa
University, and Principal (on lien] of our college, is set to retire from service on
28 February, 2023.

On the occasion of Prof. Kar’s superannuation, the Asutosh College Publication Cell
(initially called the Asutosh College Publication Division) which began its journey in
2013-14 with its inaugural publication, Asutosh: Vidyar Sarathi, during his tenure as
Principal, is now privileged to present in his honour, a volume of writings penned by
some of his former and current colleagues at Asutosh College.

The writings in this volume are in the nature of reminiscences where the authors
recall their association, some extended over a period of time, others brief but no
less significant, with Prof. Kar during his days at Asutosh College, as a teacher in
the Department of Botany and then as part of the administration, first as Bursar, and
finally as Principal of one the state’s most renowned academic institutions. Enlivened
occasionally with anecdotes, they reveal the many facets of a unique personality. An
administrator par excellence, a man who led by example, Prof. Kar has always been
one to recognize potential when he sees it, and provide the necessary support and
environment for the same to flourish.

It was under Prof. Kar’s stewardship that the college rose from the abysmal C+ grade
of the first NAAC assessment in 2002 to its sparkling A grade in the subsequent
assessment in 2016, incidentally the year in which our college completed its hundred
years of glorious existence.

To a man who has been inspirational to us all in every way, as an academician, as an
administrator, and as a colleague, we humbly present this tribute.

Dr. Chandramalli Sengupta
Dr. Sraboni Roy
Dr. Supatra Sen

Dr. Reema Roy
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A Tribute

gives me immense joy and pride as | pen down a few lines about my experience
It of working as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Zoology, Asutosh
College under the admirable and outstanding leadership of Dr. Dipak Kar. Although
our association was only for a meagre one year before Dr. Kar joined as the Hon'ble
Pro Vice Chancellor, University of Calcutta on 6th of December 2017, it had indeed
been a great opportunity for me to learn simply by observing how he performed his
duties meticulously for extended hours in college. | was in complete awe of him from
day one: it was the 19th of January 2017, the day | joined that esteemed institution,
Asutosh College. | saw the multifaceted nature of his work, epitomizing the skill of
creating an ideal balance between management of time and delivering quality work.
His exceedingly efficient and effective leadership qualities along with the capability of
critical thinking helped us to achieve the desired outcomes on several occasions.

| have had the golden opportunity to perceive his leadership agility and adaptability
to learn and perform at the highest level while we were preparing our proposals
for DBT STAR College and DST FIST (Level 0) Program in 2017. Needless to say, his
defence of the project proposal led to our glory. Currently, Asutosh College offers five
postgraduate courses: Applied Geology, Computer Science, Environmental Science,
Geography and Zoology all sponsored by DST FIST, Government of India.

Dr. Kar’s sense of innovation and creativity helped us push boundaries and memories
of the thought-provoking discussions in his chamber are still a guiding force for me.
The Innovation Cell of our college is today working towards developing new ideas and
allowing our bright students to grow in an environment that encourages people to
think in unusual and creative ways.

Dr Kar’s motivational talk also helped me to develop my self-confidence and perform
accordingly. His personal notes and feedback that he shared during the preparation
of our presentations have left an indelible mark, his fastidious nature of work, strong
decision-making skills and the conviction with which he stood by his decisions was a
learning experience of a lifetime.

| shall cherish the moments when we worked together and shall always remember
his exceptional contribution to our institution. He has left a legacy that inspires us
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to dream more, learn more, work more, truly reflective of his excellent leadership
qualities.

It is with great sadness we must now say goodbye. Thank you, Sir, once again for
your outstanding leadership. | wish you the best as you retire as Principal of Asutosh
College. You will always stay in our hearts as we continue to honor your legacy.

I would like to end by saying, “You have been a truly great Principal who is hard to find,
difficult to part with and impossible to forget.”

Dr. Sriparna Datta Ray

Associate Professor, Department of Zoology
&

IQAC Coordinator

Asutosh College
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Prof. Dipak Kar - An Enigma

have been requested by Prof Sraboni Roy, on behalf of Publication Committee of
Asutosh College to pen a few lines about Prof. Dipak Kumar Kar and my association
with him. | feel a little hesitant to write a few words about Prof. Dipak Kumar Kar.

In our Geochemistry text book by a renowned author, there was a sentence,
"METEORITES ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ENIGMA/ENIGMATIC".

To me Prof. Kar is an enigma. Starting as a lecturerin a college, he became the Bursar,
then the Principal, followed by Chairman, College Service Commission, Pro Vice-
Chancellor (Academic) of the University of Calcutta and now he is efficiently fulfilling
the role of the Vice-Chancellor of a nascent University. It is a meteoric rise, a result of
untiring efforts and a workaholic nature.

Prof. Kar assumed the office of the Principal, Asutosh College on the 9" of January,
2009.

In his first Governing Body meeting, he proposed my name as the Bursar of the college.

| found it so meaningful and became the Bursar (19 January, 2009). From the next day
onwards, | used to sit beside Prof. Kar (two chairs, away from him), usually between
3to 6 P.M. and sometimes for an extended session at ACTC till 8 P.M and then coming
back in his Maruti car and getting off near Dhaka Kalibari. So, in most of the cases, |
had the rare opportunity to observe him. | noted ten remarkable traits in his character.
These are as follows:

1. He never seemed to feel hungry during college hours, so | come to the conclusion
that he would not waste even five minutes that might hinder his work.

2. Mrinal and Jaya were literally taking care of everything else so that he might
continue with his work.

3. Prof. Kar is essentially a person, who could, and still possibly can never sit idle.
When the Centenary Building was under construction, he assigned all the major
responsibility to Prof. M.M. Adak, but whenever he had time, we used to visit the
site in groups. On those days, he used to take the opinion of all who accompanied
him to the site.

4. Prof. Kar was very considerate about some of us like Raikamaldi, Binayakda,
Ashokeda, Sajalda, Apurbada, Phalgunida and me as well (Debdasda). But his main
strength was Chandranathda. All the nitty-gritty of Bikash Bhaban was efficiently
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done by Chandranath. Often, | used to accompany him to put signature on behalf
of the Principal.

Prof. Kar was very close to Prof. Debabrata Chaudhuri, our former Principal. |
believe that in the first stage Prof. Kar's Principalship, he was guided by Prof.
Chaudhuri. It reflects that his first lesson of Administration was learnt from him.

Prof. Kar possess a very rare character. He could easily remember all the files,
kept in the almirahs. He used to instruct Mrinal to trace the file like, " third from
the left in the second rack or extreme right in the lower rack etc”. This reflects his
ability of organising data for smooth running of the Institution.

When | was selected for the Fulbright Nehru Fellowship in 2010, he was
instrumental in getting the necessary approval from the Governing Body. This
reflects his tremendous sense of commitment.

During the Admission Committee meeting every year, it was his appeal to
increase the number of Honours seats in each department. During my tenure as
Departmental Head, | could not keep his request but he never forced me.

His relationship with the college office, or more particularly the pool of dedicated
non -teaching staff members could not be ascertained by me. It seemed to me that
he had soft corner for four persons, namely Manas Babu, Debasish Babu, Arun
Babu, and of course Salil Babu. This reflects his acumen to select persons as per
his requirements. This is considered as a great Managerial Quality in Management.

Possibly, the best part of his tenure was the introduction of Post Graduate Courses
in multiple subjects. | thought that he would be the first Vice-Chancellor of our
dream Asutosh University at Joka Campus. Instead, time had something different
in store for him and he became the Vice-chancellor of the Sidhu Kanho Birsa
University.

| do not know what would be his next position in his stellar career, but | presume he

would add many more feathers to his cap.

Till then very, very, warm wishes from one of his elder brothers for his healthy and

prosperous life ahead.

- Debdas Da

Dr. Debdas Roy
Professor (Retired)
Department of Geology
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DK Sir - The mentor I found in my workplace

my 26 years of service in Asutosh College | have been privileged to work with
I three Principals and four Teachers-in-charge or TICs. Among them three
were almost my father's age, hence a very respectful distance was maintained from
my side. But | was lucky to have interacted and directly worked with the other four
heads of the institution, Prof Dipak Kumar Kar being one of them. He was initially our
colleague, then Bursar and finally our Principal.But in every designation DK sir (the
name by which we all refer him till date) remained like a teacher to many of his juniors,

including me.

| have had a long association with Sir, so it is difficult to choose from my interactions
with him, both professional and personal. However, | am sharing few of those here :

In 2008, | was going through a personal crisis and needed to take leave from work
often. DK Sir, then Bursar, sat with me and literally filled in my leave applications
and taught me how to manage the leave calendar without exceeding the admissible
quota. But the crisis continued. | needed more support from the institution regarding
the HRA bill. Sir had become our Principal by then. He immediately instructed the
Accounts Office to send him my form for authorization without any query. His support
continued for next the two years to help me receive my HRA. My gratitude to him still
remains for that.

The year 2011 marked the 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore. Instead
of the usual programmes of Rabindra Jayanti on Panchishe Baishakh, DK Sir wished
to do something very special to commemorate the occasion. The outcome was the
inauguration of the first Post-graduate course in Humanities in Asutosh College in
the Department of Bengali, my department. What better way to remember the Poet
on his 150th birthday than having the upgrading of your own department? It was a
tough challenge for myself and Dr.Manas Kabi (my colleague in Department, now
our Bursar) to complete all the formalities in a short span of time respectively in the
department and in University of Calcutta. But the inauguration of the Post-Graduate
course in Bengali in a packed Asutosh Memorial Hall by the-then Vice Chancellor of
CU, Prof. Suranjan Das, erased the stress and strain we had endured. The Bengali
Department remains indebted to DK Sir for this to this day.
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Apart from personal and academic, there are two more important memories | would
like to share:

2016 was the Centenary Year for our College. The closing ceremony was planned to
be held in Nazrul Mancha, a huge auditorium in South Kolkata. Sir asked the Cultural
Committee to prepare a special programme. Tagore’'s Chitrangada was planned with
all four sectors of the college, namely, teaching staff, non teaching staff, students and
ex-students, adding upto 36 participants. For the first time the entire audio script of
any programme of the College was recorded in a studio with best musicians of the city,
courtesy DK Sir's approval of quite a big sum of money from the Celebration Fund.
Thus like a professional team, the totally amateur Cultural Unit of the College staged
the show on the 100th Foundation Day (17th July, 2016) which received a standing
ovation led by Sir. That moment still remains etched as one of the fondest memories of
everyone who had been associated with the show, including myself. Thank you Sir for
giving us that golden moment.

From 2009 onwards Sir had been guiding informally a team of juniors to help them
learn administrative nuances, management skills and utilization of human resources
properly. | was fortunate to be a part of that team. Whatever | learnt from him came to
proper implementation, when he gave me the charge of "Project Centenary Building”,
which today houses our Post Graduate office and runs all PG related work. From a
dilapidated building the Centenary Building emerged as a state-of-the-art building
literally in front my eyes. In this span DK Sir deputed me to conduct Tender meetings,
Architect & Builder meets, handle Finance management, the kind of work which |
never believed | could do. But Sir believed in and trusted me fully.

During the Puja holiday of 2016, when we were all engrossed in preparation for NAAC visit, |
got a surprise. Sir had left an envelope for me in the the Confidential Section of the Centenary
Building, where he had appointed me as the Examinations- in-charge of Post Graduate Studies
of Asutosh College. His confidence in me in this administrative work made the Confidential
Section an office where | worked along with usual teaching for the next 5 years till | left in 2021.
The CB project, my 5years' stint in Post Graduate Office and the Centenary Building remain as a
fond memory where | could implement my moderate knowledge of management, learnt from
none other than DK Sir. | still do human resource management outside College in my other

honorary work areas, with the combined knowledge | received at home( from my father) and
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from Sir in College and the confidence instilled in me from managing the PG Office.

There are many more associations with Sir, a few of which were not so pleasant. But |
do remember one incident, which he cared to amend with a very nice gesture from his
highest chair of the head of the institution. This is not very common in administration
and therefore shows the person beneath the professional garb.

Sir's enthusiasm, sincerity in work, faith in the people whom he entrusts a job with,
continuous encouragement, providing necessary support, generous appreciation
when a job done well and his ability of multitasking can really be the model of an
administrator whom employees can look up to. We were lucky that we had DK Sir as
our head & mentor.

| wish Sir an active and healthy life ahead.

Regards.

Dr. Chandramalli Sengupta
Associate Professor, Department of Bengali
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Dipak-da to Dr. Dipak Kumar Kar,
Principal

uring the first few years of my service at Asutosh College Prof. Dipak Kumar Kar
Dhad been a colleague | barely knew or interacted with except fleetingly. | had
begun service as Lecturer in English in 1996 in a suburban college in Hooghly district
before joining Asutosh College in February, 2000. The college had fewer departments
then and a much smaller staff strength. Like other senior male colleagues who were
referred to and directly addressed as '-da’ (elder brother) denoting an informal rela-
tionship, Prof. Kar had also been ‘Dipak-da’ to us juniors. Ever polite and courteous to
all, and a man of very few words, that was the impression | got then.

It was during this phase when he was still ‘Dipak-da’ and my first service promotion,
that of Senior Lecturer, was due that | first interacted closely with Prof. Kar. He had
been assigned by the then Principal, Dr Debabrata Chaudhuri, to help those of us who
were due for promotion, with all the procedural formalities. And needless to say, we
were fascinated by his meticulousness and the calm efficiency with which he handled
all the minutiae and guided us expertly through every step of the process. | remember
him then as a wonderfully efficient and helpful senior colleague from the Department
of Botany. By the time my second promotion, as Reader, was due, Prof. Kar had become
the Bursar. To most of us he was still ‘Dipak-da’” and once more | was amazed by how
smoothly that rather tedious and to me at least, rather befuddling process of career
advancement was handled by him. This was early in 2008. In less than a year, however,
the entity ‘Dipak-da’ was replaced by Dr Dipak Kar, Principal, Asutosh College, whom
we now addressed as ‘Sir’. It was as if overnight a completely new personality was
born. The easy informality of the earlier association was lost, and its place was taken
by a measured formality that has remained ever since.

As Principal, Prof. Kar became even more of what he had always been, a workaholic,
and this ‘addiction” to work was something that he tried to instil in us as well, of
course with mixed success. His achievements as an administrator have been many:
introduction of the postgraduate course in six subjects, successful launching of the
Bhasa campus project through the introduction of the B. Voc. and Community College
courses there, construction of the college Centenary Building, renovating the old
boys” hostel and converting the same into a dedicated Humanities Block, all of which
culminated in an ‘A’ grade for our college in the NAAC assessment of 2016. Steering
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our academic institution towards excellence had been Dr Kar’'s mission ever since he
became the Principal. And now, as the Vice-Chancellor of a fledgling university, | am
sure he still retains this visionary zeal.

Prof. Kar has other sides to his apparently iron self also as is borne out by what |
will now relate. My friend and departmental colleague, Dr Paromita Chaudhuri, and
| have always been more interested in things that often have little to do with our
professional identities or our academic orientation. At one point of time we were keen
to visit an actual mine, experience what it felt like to descend into the depths of the
earth down a shaft. It was Dr Kar who as Principal gave us the opportunity to fulfil
that desire when he arranged for us to join a field study being conducted for students
of the Geology Department by Dr Ashis Das and Dr Sunipa Mondal in the Jadugoda-
Naroa Pahar uranium mines. This was in the autumn of 2011. Dr Kar could well have
denied us permission since we taught a subject that was not even remotely connected
with the earth sciences, instead he encouraged us to go ahead with what might have
been thought of as a mere whim on our part and nothing more. We will always remain
grateful to him for this.

This brief recap of my association with Dr Kar cannot end without acknowledging the
fact that he has often been instrumentalin instilling in many of us a sense of confidence
and self-belief by entrusting us with responsibilities that extended beyond curricular
demands. In my own case, it was his adroit move of making me learn the ropes of
preparing the college Prospectus from Dr Binayak Misra, and then finally drafting me
into the Publication Cell of the college with which | have since been attached.

My regards to Dr Dipak Kar, a man who has become synonymous with ‘work’ spelt
in capital letters. May superannuation not dull his enthusiasm but lead him on to
pastures new!

Dr. Sraboni Roy

Associate Professor, Department of English
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Captaincy

When you win the toss — bat. If you are in doubt, think about it, then bat. If you have
very big doubts, consult a colleague then bat.— W. G. Grace

Dipak Kar was such a captain of Asutosh College. In every venture and
D e before every step forward he did consult his colleagues, at least with their
representatives, and with various committees of the college and finally did what he
thought was necessary. In every such time the college won and achieved the goal. |
can remember an almost two-hour long phone call where he only asked my opinion
on whether the college should go for the centenary celebrations immediately before
attempting for NAAC accreditation or after. Though, truly, now | cannot remember the
opinion | gave, | am confident that Dr. Kar took opinions from many of our colleagues
to estimate our preparedness for a NAAC peer team visit but proceeded to apply for
the NAAC assessment just the same after his brief absence during 2014-15. He spear-
headed our venture for the assessment, and we achieved a high grade which was jus-
tified for the standard of our college.

One of his plans was to establish different teaching-cum-research schools by
clustering different academic departments and to develop an academic hub in the
second campus with those schools. We did rigorous groundwork to prepare the project
plans for the establishment of the Schools of Life Sciences, Earth Sciences, Physical
and Mathematical Sciences, Vocational Studies and so on. Academic activities in the
second campus have already been initiated through the Bachelors courses in selected
vocational subjects with affiliation from the University of Calcutta. These vocational
courses were initially sponsored by the UGC. Dr. Kar always remained informed about
all development schemes launched by both the central and state governments and
their agencies. Applying and competing for almost every applicable funding scheme
launched by the government periodically had not been the practice of our college,
possibly not of any college of our state; but our college madeitapracticeduring Dr. Kar’s
principal-ship. Preparing applications for the UGC sponsored B.Voc . and Community
College schemes was not easy at all. At the time of application we had to sign MoUs
with various industries and industry associations. Dr. Kar met representatives of those
industry houses in person to get them as our affiliates, and who eventually helped
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us in framing the syllabus along with teaching time distribution and by training our
students afterwards when the college was awarded with the responsibility of starting
and running the course. Asutosh College possibly was one of the only two colleges, in
the state, awarded with the B.Voc. courses at that time, by the UGC.

Many teachers, including myself, were unwilling regarding the initiation of distance
education courses in the second campus. Our Principal allowed us to speak against
the administrative will; and after a two-day long discussion he requested us not to have
faith in his decision and we responded in the positive. Finally the distance education
courses started and are now running successfully.

Both the hostels, girls” and boys’, were constructed from UGC funds. It was difficult to
get the soil survey done, get the civil plan drafted as well as the budget ready and have
it vetted by a competent authority, all within a short span of time. But with constant
push from Dr. Kar, we managed to get the job done, and our proposals sanctioned.
Today, the two hostels accommodate more than 200 students, who are pursuing their
studies to realise their dreams of a successful career in the future.

Dr. Kar bulldozed all resistance and initiated the M.Sc. course in Applied Geology.
We were apprehensive about the success of the course. But now | know, more than
100 students earned their Masters degrees and most of them are contributing to the
society as professional geologists in India and abroad. Some are engaged in research
in universities in India, Europe and the USA. Now | feel that, though we were sceptic
about the initiation of MSc course in our college, actually we have served the society a
lot through this course.

Dr. Kar guided me in applying for an infrastructural development grant for the Post-
Graduate department of Geology. We received ~9 lakh INR from the state government.
| know that only the Geology department has executed this tedious job and secured a
fund from the state government to upgrade the teaching facilities in the department.

It was in 2013. | got my first major research project. | did not have funds to purchase
any computer. But it was an utmost necessity for the project. | requested Dr. Kar to
extend to me the fund received for institutional overhead to procure computers for
setting up the required Remote Sensing-GIS laboratory. Dr. Kar agreed instantly, and
the lab was developed through the fund received as institutional overhead. Dr. Kar was
in favour of in-house research activities and always extended his support to establish
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laboratories, install instruments as and when required.

Be it the DST-India grant for development of Post-graduate science departments or
competing for UGC funding for Post-Graduate courses in Geography and Zoology,
Dr. Kar always led our ventures and we secured the financial supports.

He has always been a leader from the front.

Dr. Karis aworkaholic, and he was successfulininjecting this into many of the teachers
in Asutosh College, who now bear the responsibility of taking the college in a forward

direction.

Dr. Abhik Kundu

Associate Professor, Department of Geology
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Dr. Dipak Kumar Kar:
Academic Activities in Asutosh College

hen the publication committee of this commemorative volume asked me to

-\; \/ highlight Sir’'s academic excellence, | felt that | am not competent enough as
it needs discussion on an array of his multifarious activities which are all related to
his keen interest in development and spreading of education . | met him in Asutosh
College in 2001 and have been in touch with him till 2017, but prior to that, his joining
dates back to the year 1987. Since then with grit, passion and endless efforts he has
built up this Botany department as a glorified honours department in Asutosh College.

Within a few days of my joining here | realized that he is an all-rounder teacher in
Botany. While we were students, we had come in contact with many good teachers
but most of them were specialised to teach a particular field of Botany only, while sir
was competent enough to teach any portion from the entire subject at undergraduate
honours level without any book or notes, only with chalk and duster. His first excellence
according to me is him being a really good teacher, which was also revealed by the
student’s response towards him, he was loved and admired by all.

Now let me disclose the fact that he was in the first batch honours student of Botany
at Ramkrishna Mission Vivekananda College, Rahara; here with all his own efforts he
succeeded to get admitted in post graduate studies in University of Calcutta, which
at that time was really difficult, specially from a sub-urban college. In university too,
he showed his excellence in post graduate studies by securing the second position
with specialization in Cytogenetics and Plant Breeding. His academic performance
was appreciated by all the University Professors. He continued further to secure a
Doctorate where he did his research work under the guidance of another eminent
scientist Dr. Sumitra Sen in the area of Cytogenetics and Secondary metabolite
studies in medicinal plants like Asparagus and allied genera. He published several
research papers in international and national level scientific journals during his
doctoraland post-doctoral tenure and also presented several papersin many seminars
and symposia.

He started his teaching in Vidyasagar College and then shifted to Asutosh College,
serving here for long 30 years. Our college is proud of having such an excellent
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teacher like him. Apart from teaching he was interested in publishing good books in
different areas of Botany. Along with teaching he was involved in authoring several
books in the areas of Cytogenetics, Cell Biology , Molecular Biology, Plant Breeding,
Biometry, Plant Biotechnology and also Plant Metabolism, which were published by
both International and National publishers. His aim has always been to spread the
knowledge to more and more people, helping the students achieve success easily.

In the year 2009, when he became the Principal of our college, we all realized that
he is not only a good teacher, but also an efficient and bold administrator. With all his
efforts he could uplift the college to an excellent position which helped us to secure an
“A" grade in NAAC accreditation in the year 2016. He made all of us very proud when he
was offered the position of Pro-VC of the University of Calcutta in the year 2017, where
he could ably perform the implementation of the CBCS system in both the UG and
PG curricula at the University of Calcutta. In 2019, yet he reached another milestone.
He stepped ahead and joined as Vice Chancellor at Sidho-Kanho Birsa University of
Purulia. His dedication and passion for all the developmental activities remained
unabated for the university as well as for the society there, as the education system is
always dedicated to the service for the nation.

During his tenure here at Asutosh College, many revolutionary academic activities
were attempted after the joining of our previous Principal Dr. Debabrata Chaudhuri in
the year 2000. Sir got the chance to fulfill some of his dreams about the introduction
of new advanced subjects like Microbiology, Biochemistry, and also the introduction
of PG courses, as he had a vision of Asutosh College being a PG college and maybe
becoming a deemed University in future. Though there was always space scarcity but
nothing could resist his spirit, in 2003 both these subjects got sanctioned for teaching
at the honours level, and the first PG course started in Environmental Science.
Afterwards, more PG courses were introduced during his tenure as Principal in this
college, Bengali, Computer Science, Geography, Geology, and Zoology. The former
Principal realized that all the developmental activities were not possible within this
limited space of Asutosh College main building, so a huge land was purchased at Vasa,
with the project of building a second campus and DK Sir started his new ideas to build
up different schools, like School of Life Sciences, School of Physical Sciences, School
of Social Sciences, School of Humanities, etc. He realized that Botany alone is not a
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complete subject, it needs the link with other subjects of bioscience, like Biochemistry,
Microbiology, Genetics, Zoology, etc., and also the subjects like Environmental science,
Biotechnology will grow up based on these basic subjects. So he planned to build the
school under one roof.

During his tenure as Principal Asutosh College became enriched with more buildings
to resolve problems of space, with more class rooms in ACTC Building, Humanities
building , Centenary building, and also the construction of the second campus with
introduction of PG courses in distance education mode, Vocational training courses,
Add-on courses . He could realise that only the graduate course teaching is not enough
for a student to proceed further in future, so different skill development courses,
like Skill development in computer operation, Travel and Tourism, Hospital Waste
Management etc. , also the training courses for appearing in WBCS and UGC-CSIR
NET examination were introduced, where the college students get help to carry on
their studies along with other undergraduate courses.

Beyond all these activities | must mention here he believed that for the advancement
of scientific knowledge the undergraduate course should also be modified, he took
active participation in changing the undergraduate honours syllabus of Botany when
he was a member of UGBOS of Botany of Calcutta University. In the year 2006 the total
honours syllabus in Botany was enriched through introduction of many of the new
topics of Biosciences, and with all his efforts with the help of University he arranged
few workshops for the implementation of new Syllabus; during the introduction of this
new CBCS system , he was also totally involved in every aspect.

In the end, | must express my deep gratitude to our DK Sir as | have learned a lot from
him. Just like a teacher, he has always guided us in such a way that our department
became so enriched with academic activities. Under his Headship tenure Asutosh
College could make its position as one of the best places for Botany honors in University
of Calcutta. Not only that, he could motivate all of our departmental faculty members
to participate in teaching Microbiology, Environmental Science, also in different skill
developmental courses. We can remember many of the memories of his different
activities for the development of the Department of botany, to make this department
known to other college teachers the first UGC-sponsored Seminar was arranged
inviting eminent professors from the universities and research Institutes.
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Here | would like to state one incident, in the year 2009 when he joined as the Principal
of Asutosh College, the department missed the presence of one excellent teacher from
everyday teaching, and the students and we also felt that. One day hence when | went
to the Botany Department of Calcutta University, | suddenly came across his research
guide Professor Dr. Sumitra Sen and discussed about his joining as Principal. She
was expressing her sorrowful feelings as DK won't teach regularly, which is a loss to
the students of Botany. Incidentally at that time another eminent scientist Prof. Arun
Sharma was passing by, he answered Sumitra Madam, “ Dipak is as good in teaching,
he also will be successful as an administrator”, still now | remember those words and
feel how he could tell this truth about a student, it proves how much adorable he was to
his teachers, they could justify his excellence in teaching as well as in administration,
the combination of both could helped him to achieve all the success .

Dr. Soma Halder

Associate Professor, Department of Botany
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Professor D.K. Kar - The Scholar-
Administrator

first met Professor D.K.Kar in our Botany departmental reunion at Ballygunge

Science College, CU sometime in mid-nineties, when | was a Ph.D. researcher

in Professor Subhendu Mukherji’s Plant Physiology Lab. A respected senior Dr.
Sumita Ghosh introduced Professor Kar and Kakoli di with the words “they’'re my good
friends and batch-mates too. Address them as Dipak da and Kakoli di.” After that we
would meet annually at the reunions with the usual congeniality. Sir would be with his
group of friends and | with mine. | found him to be rather shy and a man of few words
with a ready smile. During one such reunion he happened to personally invite me to
attend a seminar at Asutosh College two months before the actual event lest he forgot
in the last minute hustle-bustle ! At the time of certificate distribution he cautioned me
to be careful about the correct spelling of my name on the certificate. And yes, he was
right - there was indeed an error in the spelling !

Many years later | met him again in an official meet at DBT. Sir was then Principal,
Asutosh College and | was teaching in a college in suburban Howrah. The reserved
shy individual had given way to a seasoned experienced administrator in complete
command of everything around him. What a transformation that was! The departmental
senior of yesteryears was now a somber stalwart -the Principal of a premier college
with countless posts and designations | wasn’t even aware of! Dipak da of yesteryears
was now to be addressed with reverence...a towering figure to be admired from a
distance.

A year later, ironically, | happened to join the Botany Department of Asutosh College
- the very department that Sir had served with utmost sincerity. Within a few days of
my joining, Sir moved on to serve as Chairman, WBCSC. Though my direct interaction
with Sir has been limited, | strongly felt’ his presence in the department and College.

Sir had been an excellent student and scholar in Cytology and Genetics, besides being
a prolific writer. He authored several well acclaimed papers and textbooks all of
which are still widely read. His books in Cytology, Genetics, Plant Breeding, Cell and
Molecular Biology are for ready reference not only in the Botany department of our
college but also beyond.
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The secret of his success perhaps lies in his complete dedication and commitment
to whatever work he is involved in whether academics or administration. And so this
perfect blend of a scholar —administrator!

May Sir climb loftier mountains and scale greater heights.

My warm regards and very best wishes...

Dr. Supatra Sen

Associate Professor, Department of Botany
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Prof. Dr. Dipak Kumar Kar’s Publications

A. Published Research Papers

1. Chromosomal changes in speciation of Asparagus; Acta Biologica Cracoviensia,
Series: Botanica, Vol. XXIX [ 1987) 31-34.

2. Content of sapogenins in diploid, tetraploid and hexaploid Asparagus:
International Journal of Crude Drug Research; 24-3 ( 1986) 131-136.
Sapogenins at different ploidy levels of Asparagus : Curr. Sci. : 55-4(1986) 198.

4. Propagation of Asparagus racemosus through tissue culture : Plant Cell, Tissue
and Organ Culture : 5-1(1985) 89-95 .

5. Chromosome characteristics of Asparagus - sapogenin yielding plant: Cytologia:
50-1 (1985) 147-155.

6. Effect of hormone on chromosome behaviour in callus culture of Asparagus:
Biologia Plantarum: 27-1(1985) 6-9.

7. Effect of gamma irradiation on callus tissues of Asparagus racemosus: Nucleus :
28-1&2 (1985) 52-55.

8. Sapogenin content in different populations and at different growth phases of
Asparagus racemosus : Acta Botanica Indica: 13-2 (1985) 139-142.

9. Sarsasapogenin in callus culture of Asparagus racemosus: Curr.Sci.: 54-12 (1985])
585.

10. Organogenesis of diploid Asparagus racemosus through callus culture:
Proceedings of INSA : B50-1( 1984]) .

11. Smilax zeylanica - a new source of diosgenin : Curr. Sci. : 53-12 ( 1984]) 661 .

12. A correlation between sapogenin content and ploidy level in the genus Asparagus
: Cell and Chromosome Research : 7-1 [ 1984) 10-15 .

13. In vitro synthesis of sapogenin in Asparagus racemosus Willd.: Proceedings of
the National Symposium on Applied Biotechnology of Medicinal , Aromatic and
Timber yielding plants: ( 1984) 62- 69 .

14. 14. Initiation , maintenance and cytological study of the callus of Asparagus
racemosus : Cell and Chromosome Research ; 5-2 (1982) 57-61 .
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10.

. Published Abstracts of the Presented Papers at Symposium /Conferences

In-vitro chromosomal variation in Asparagus and rapid propagation : National
symposium on recent advances in plant cell and tissue culture of economically
important plants , Hyderabad ( 1986) 45.

Analysis of sapogenin in different species of Asparagus belonging to different
ploidy levels : Fifth International Society of Horticultural Science Symposium on
medicinal, aromatic and spice plants, Darjeeling [ 1985) B 13:15.

Cytology, Phytochemistry and Tissue Culture of Asparagus - A sapogenin source
: Proceedings of 72nd session of Indian Science Congress , Lucknow ( 1985) Part
XVII, Section VI, 229.

Potential of Asparagus as source of sapogenin : The Journal of the Indian Botanical
Society, 63 [ supplement ), Seventh All India Botanical Conference , Jaipur ( 1984])
VIII-27 81.

Rapid multiplication of Asparagus racemosus under in vitro State : International
Symposium on Genetic Manipulation of Crops, Beijing , China ( 1984) 84.

Chromosomal changes in speciation of Asparagus : Fifth All India Congress of
Cytology and Genetics , Bhubaneswar ( 1984) C4.6,67.

Invitro synthesis of Sapogeninin Asparagus racemosus Wild. : National Symposium
on Applied Biotechnology of medicinal, aromatic and timberyielding plants,Kolkata
(1984) E2,12.

Quantitation of Sarsasapogenin in different populations and in different growth
phases of Asparagus racemosus : Proceedings of 71st Indian Science Congress,
Ranchi [ 1984]) lll, 144.

Rapid vegetative propagation of Asparagus racemosus through tissue culture :
Sixth all India Botanical Conference, Bhubaneswar ( 1983) VI-41,43.

Morphogenesis in relation to chromosomal constitution in some medicinally
important Monocots; XV International Congress of Genetics, New Delhi (1983)lI-
1205,666.
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Published Books

© N o o

Cytology and Genetics ( 2004 ) Narosa Publishing House Pvt.Ltd., New Delhi
& Alpha Science International Ltd., Harrow, U.K.,(2006) & National Publication
Foundation, China (2012).

Plant Breeding and Biometry (2006 ) New Central Book Agency, Kolkata .

A Handbook of Plant Biosynthetic Pathways (2008 ) New Central Book Agency,
Kolkata .

Cell Biology, Genetics and Molecular biology ( 2008) New Central Book Agency,
Kolkata .

Plant Breeding, Biometry, Biotechnology (2010) New Central Book Agency.
Text Book on Biological Science (Vol.l & I1) { 2005) Prayas , Kolkata .
Text Book on Biological Science (1985) Central Publishing Concern, Kolkata .

Guided Model Test Papers in Biology : English & Bengali Version (1987) Central
Book Publishers, Kolkata .
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