


o
T T 1 7ofifre

SPARSHA
Edited by

Dr. Manas Kabi

LAY A
Yo fBrTEs, 2039
ISBN: 978-81-956797-6-8

AI*F

e fetal,

SISO FEG,

53, @91 . 71 . T (@G, FeFTl - 200 0]V

aZTg
TP, S TOY FCTS

T G

. 37y

S¢o/-



ol

Message from the GB President
Message from the Editor

Note from the Publication Cell

“wspef> faifb R A< eferama
Note from The Tea Club

A Note from the Archives & Documentation Cell

In Memoriam

Based on an Interview with Dr. Samarendra Bhattacharya
SO e e esfat

Interview of Hiren Mukherjee

KISEISE

Looking Back
e orl

S (791 reasfe

S eret — ey el

ol

As far as I recollect

SCOR e (! (1R freiesfet
T3 20T 0IZ &

Interview of Debdas Roy

NI PICR ST TS

TTOR TG : [ o

Those were the Days

Memories or an Unforgettable Dream?

IO TS

11
12
13
14
15
17
19
20
23
27
28
29
37
40
43
49
51
53
56
67
74






ASUTOSH
COLLEGE
OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO0 A CENTRE FOR

UG&PGSTUDIES )|
AND RESEARCH _J/

Message from the
GB President

that has hitherto been published by Asutosh College. My association with this

institution has been long one, first as a teacher in the department of Physics, and
now as the President of its Governing Body. In the second capacity, I have penned
many a message, but this is truly special. As the title Sparsha perhaps suggests, the
contents of the book are of an informal nature.
The Sparsha unit is publishing this volume of reminiscences, chiefly by former
members of faculty and a few by current, in collaboration with the Archives &
Documentation Cell, and the Publication Cell. The unit is part of the Asutosh College
Tea Club, of which I too had been a member prior to my retirement from service,
and was formed to act as a kind of liaison between current and former members
of faculty, to strengthen the bond with the institution even after retirement from
service or joining another institution, to provide basic health services to retired
teachers, especially during the pandemic and after. It is currently in the process of
widening its reach and attempting to spread the warmth of its ‘touch’ to all students
and members of the non-teaching staff of the college. A laudable effort, Sparsha is
distinctive to our heritage-rich institution.
I congratulate Sparsha, the Tea Club, the Archives & Documentation Cell, and the
Publication cells of the college for their collaborative venture and extend my sincere
good wishes to all for the approaching new year.

It is my proud privilege to introduce a publication that is unlike anything else

Somol iy

Prof. Saugata Roy
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Message from
the Editor

Committee of Asutosh College. This book, a repository of the cherished memories

and experiences of our distinguished faculty members, is a testament to the
dedication and expertise of our professors, who have worked tirelessly to shape the
minds of our students. This compilation will not only serve as a source of inspiration
for our current faculty members but also as a valuable resource for future members
of the teaching fraternity as it will help them carry the legacy of the institution into
an envisioned future.
One of the unique features of our institution is the Sparsha (Touch) initiative.
Conceived within the folds of the Tea Club in 2017, this unit has metamorphosed
into an indispensable part of our college. The Tea Club, with its roots tracing back
to the late 1980s, stands as a unique forum for informal interaction among the
faculty members, nurturing camaraderie through tea and light refreshments within
the congenial ambience of the staffroom. An annual gathering of the Tea Club, a
cherished tradition organised on the last working day of the year, results in a reunion
that begets memorable moments, enriched by cultural programmes and the sharing
of collective experiences. In recognition of the enduring value our teachers bring
to society, the Sparsha Committee was established to ensure the well-being of our
faculty members post-retirement.
This inaugural book by the Sparsha Committee beautifully presents the
reminiscences of our retired faculty members. Two articles have been penned by
teachers currently in service, one of them an alumnus now teahing elsewhere. The
committee has gone above and beyond, meticulously transcribing and translating
audio-visual recordings of our retired professors, ensuring that the essence of these
treasured memories is accessible to a broader audience. What makes this bilingual
publication even more special is the inclusion of handwritten recollections by some
professors, turning this into a laborious yet truly rewarding labour of love for our
dedicated Sparsha Committee members. Their commitment to preserving and
sharing the narratives that have shaped our college is evident in every page of this
inaugural book.
Within the pages of this edition, you will find captivating articles in which our
esteemed professors reflect upon and share their diverse and insightful experiences
within the academic milieu of Asutosh College. These narratives offer a rich tapestry
of personal recollections, shedding light on the multifaceted aspects of their
tenures, contributions, and the dynamic evolution of our venerable institution. For
instance, Professor Raikamal Dasgupta [English], with fondness and nostalgia, walks
us through the early days of her joining the Asutosh College family in November 1981
when it was still an all-boys’ college. Her recollections paint a colourful picture of the

It is a privilege for me to present to you the inaugural issue crafted by the Sparsha
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evolving dynamics of our institution. Professor Subhas Chandra Mandal [History]
regales us with vivid recollections of the of the annual Tea Club meeting, the college
Foundation Day celebration, and the annual picnic organised by the then Teachers’
Council Secretary.

Furthermore, the photo gallery in the last section of the book aims to provide
a visual journey, offering a pictorial history of our campuses. Almost a century
ago, Asutosh College was founded under the visionary leadership of Sir Asutosh
Mukherjee, often referred to as the “Tiger of Bengal.” His legacy continues to shine
as Asutosh College stands among the most prestigious institutions in Kolkata. The
main building, situated at 92, Syamaprasad Mukherjee Road, stands as a testament
to our rich history, accommodating over 6000 students and serving as the hub for
administrative work and academic activities. The Asutosh College Training Centre,
constructed in 1991 at 10, Basanta Bose Road, plays a pivotal role in training students
for job-screening examinations. The Centenary Building at 22, Kalighat Road,
inaugurated in 2015, symbolises the college’s commitment to academic excellence,
housing several Postgraduate courses. Additionally, the Humanities Block at 16,
Basanta Bose Road, renovated in the pre-centenary year, houses various Humanities
Departments. Our second campus at Bhasha, near Joka on Diamond Harbour Road,
spanning 11 acres, offers a serene, pollution-free environment. Equipped with
modern facilities, it aims to accommodate new streams of professional disciplines,
blending old and new traditions. The Asutosh College Research Centre, established
in 2019 at 128/9, Hazra Road, facilitates interdisciplinary and social research for our
faculty members and students. Each photo of our campuses encapsulates not just a
moment frozen in time, but a testament to our enduring commitment to academic
excellence and innovation.

As we unveil this first volume, I express my heartfelt gratitude to the Sparsha
Committee for their tireless efforts in bringing these memories to life. Through this
project, a collaborative effort between the Sparsha Committee and the Archives &
Documentation Cell, we hope to preserve the legacy of our retired faculty members
and ensure that their narratives continue to resonate with others in the broader
teaching community. I am confident that this book, accompanied by the visual
journey through our campuses, will provide a comprehensive glimpse into the vibrant
history and evolution of Asutosh College. As you delve into the rich narratives within
these pages, I invite you to bask in the warmth of shared memories and to appreciate
the hard work that went into bringing this project to fruition. It is not just a book;
it is a celebration of the profound connections that endure beyond the classroom, a
tribute to the teachers who have left an indelible mark on our institution.

We hope this inaugural publication be the first of many chapters that bridge the
past, present, and future of our beloved Asutosh College family.

Dr. Manas Kabi
Principal
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Note from the Publication Cell

We feel privileged to introduce our newest publication, a collaborative effort

of the Sparsha unit of the Tea Club and the Archives and Documentation

Cell of the college, in association with the Publication Cell.
Along-planned venture, this volume of recollections has been a labour of love for all
who have been associated with it, either as contributors, interviewers, transcribers,
or editors.
A college is not merely a building of brick and concrete, a campus not simply a
location. The human beings who enter them, almost on a daily basis, for their
academic programmes, or their livelihood, make them living entities. To all teachers
who have contributed to this volume, as much as to the rest, Asutosh College had
and has never been simply their workplace providing them with their bread and
butter, but an environment that allowed them to blossom as distinct and unique
personalities, where mutual interaction stretched beyond the working hours spent
in classrooms and the staff room, where in times of personal crisis or private loss,
they felt the healing presence of their colleagues, where memories were made, and
continue to be made as the days go by.
This volume is only the first of many that we hope we can continue to compile in the
coming years.
We take this opportunity to record our appreciation for all the effort that has gone
into compiling this treasure-trove of reminiscences, mostly by retired teachers and
a few by current members of faculty, making Sparsha unique, especially on grounds
of its archival value alone. Many of the people referred to in these pages are no
longer alive to see the publication of this book. They would have been, we are sure,
delighted. Our heartfelt gratitude also to all former teachers who enthusiastically
became part of this project and happily wrote about their days spent here, or gave
interviews that were not set to any rigid pattern of questions, in keeping with the
nature of reminiscence. The college administration deserves thanks for encouraging
a project that has so much emotional value to so many of us.
We end with the hope that as you read the following pages, the past will become a
living present.

Joint Convenors

Dr. Sraboni Roy

Dr. Supatra Sen Dr. Reema Roy
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conceived in collaboration with the Archives and Documentation Cell and the

I t gives us great pleasure to be associated with this, the inaugural issue of Sparsha,
Publication Cell of Asutosh College.

Sparsha, as an initiative, was an outcome of the annual gathering of current and
former teachers of the institution, which found expression in the annual get-together
of all teachers on the last working day of the year.

Sparsha has, over the part year or more, begun recording institutional memory, of
which the first tangible outcome is this publication.

We would like to thank the Sparsha committee for taking up this unique and
pioneering endeavour.

ASUTOSH COLLEGE TEA CLUB

Rina Kar Dutta
Secretary

Tapti De
Treasurer
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A Note from the Archives &
Documentation Cell

by the great educationist and the then Vice-Chancellor of the University of

Calcutta, Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, in the year 1916, the college was initially
known as South Suburban College. After the demise of Sir Asutosh Mukherjee in
1924, the college was renamed as Asutosh College. However, the journey of the
college over a hundred years and even more is not a linear one. It has witnessed so
many socio-political and academic change and turmoil so much through its journey,
and has itself become a part of history. The memories that the college treasures are
of immense value. Therefore, documentation and preservation of old data in hard
copies as well as in digital forms needs to be done. Texts, documents, photographs,
old apparatus, trophies, medals all bear the imprints of its rich heritage. The college
hasan Archive on the first floor of its main building. The Asutosh College Archives and
Documentation Cell has been formed in 2021 to expedite the work of preservation.

g sutosh College, an institute of excellence, has a glorious history. Founded

Sparsha is an endeavour to travel back to our past through the reminiscences of our
retired teachers. Their writings are imbued with passionate love for the college. It is
a pleasure to bask in their memories as they share with us their stories. The younger
members of our college will find the writings specially interesting and inspiring as
they bear the torch of the glorious past to a prospective future.

Joint Convenors

Dr. Sraboni
Roy

Dr. Manorama
Chatterjee

Dr. Chandrima
Bhar

Dr. Sanchita
Sanyal

Dr. Taniya
Roy
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In Memoriam

‘ Ring out the grief that saps the mind
For those that here we see no more... ’

Angshutosh Khan A K Chattapadhyay

Dulal Sarkar
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Based on an Interview with
Dr. Samarendra Bhattacharya

Dr. Samarendra Bhattacharya
Retd. Professor, Dept. of Philosophy
25.08.1964 — 30.11.1996

met Profs. Kalipada Bakshi and Purnochandra Chakraborty as my colleagues.

Samirsudha babu, also my colleague in the department of Philosophy, was
then the Vice-Principal of our college. We were the four full-time lecturers of
the department of Philosophy. We taught the subjects by rotation, though I have
specialized in psychology and researched on "imageless thought". I can still recollect
how we urged the students to attend the classes as the students didn't normally
turn up. I have witnessed the political turmoil due to the Naxalites", activities. The
students engaged in the Naxalites activities often ravaged the college and beat up
the other students. The students, who were threatened by the Naxalites, stopped
coming to the college. One of the students of the Department of Philosophy, involved
with the Naxalite, disturbed the class and even threatened me. All the teachers of the
college were shocked as a senior teacher of Physics of our college was stabbed by a
Naxalites student. We apprended trouble every day during the Naxalite, movement.
Classes and examinations were also disrupted by Teachers' movements demanding
salary-hike. However, I never support disrupting the classes in this manner. For me
the interest of a student should be prioritised. My advice to the present generation is
to work hard and build a strong foundation for the future.

Ihave a long association with Asutosh college. I joined the college in 1964 and

[Translated into English from an interview conducted by a Sparsha team member in Bengali]

1
W .

(Samarendra Bhattacharya)
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Interview of
Hiren Mukherjee

Hiren Mukherjee
Retd. Professor, Dept. of Physics
(01.04.1960 — 30.11.1995)

HM: I joined Asutosh college on 31st November, 1960. Khagen Sen was Principal

and Nirodh babu was Vice-Principal. You will laugh when you hear about our sal-
ary. It was just 200 rupees per month. Later the UGC raised it from Rs 200 to Rs 500.
A lot of struggle lay behind this. That was in fact the first time the UGC gave some
thought to our condition. The college used to give a certain amount of money at
intervals of three months. The college would give seventeen-and-a-half rupees and
the government would also give seventeen-and-a -half. I came to this college despite
being from a suburban area because this college used to get a special D.A. of Rs 65.
The government made no discrimination in this case. At the end of three months
when we finally got fifty-two and a half rupees [D.A.] we were extremely overjoyed.

Interviewer: Sir, please share some past experiences of yours.

During Nirodh babu’s time the Vice-Principal was Sri Dulal Mitra. I also served
under Suvankar babu before my retirement. Iretired in 1995, after 35 years of service.
I was a little confused in the lead-up to retirement. We had to choose between two
options: either taking retirement [at 60] or continuing to work till age 65. I thought
that if I continued to work till 65, and then passed away at 70, I would not really get
the time to enjoy my retirement. Suvankar babu had told me that getting a pension is
really beneficial at this stage of life. We get it regularly; I don’t know whether today’s
retiring teachers today are also getting it.

Interviewer: was Teachers’ Day celebrated in your time?

OO OOOOOOOOOOOO @ OO OO OO OO0
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HM: No. Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan was still alive in our time.

Iremember a student from the department of Physics - Bikash Ranjan Paul. He came
from a struggling family. Sorry, I meant Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya. He is now a
lawyer. Bikas Ranjan Pal was my colleague. Room no 29 was our lab room. On the
opposite side of the corridor was Room no 31.  remember that practical classes were
going on one day when the Naxal boys came with long sticks in their hands and
started breaking the glass instruments. Bikash came and asked ‘What are you do-
ing?’ One of the boys tried to stop Bikash and he was stabbed. He started bleeding
but he still managed to chase away the Naxalites who ran the length of the corridor
and down the stairs and got away. The boy was immediately hospitalised. Later Bi-
kash passed his B.Sc. and then studied law. There was another lawyer in our govern-
ing body who was a leftist, like Bikash [Ranjan Bhattacharya].

[Translated into English from an interview conducted by a Sparsha team member in
Bengali]

e

(Hiren Mukherjee)
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Prof. Gargi Nath

Ex-Principal, Jogamaya Devi College
Retd. Professor, Dept. of English
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but gathered my wits soon enough to declare that I wanted to enter college

as a teacher! That was on the forenoon of the first of July, 1983. The boys
suddenly went quiet and cleared my path. Ever since I moved to Calcutta I start-
ed looking for a college teaching job and soon I joined a mofussil college , not far
from the city. However, being a nascent college, it had its load of problems like not
being listed with the UGC and the consequences thereof! The CSC interviews were
torturous for me as I was not yet familiar with the other aspirants and so sat in a
corner like a scolded sheep! I winced every time a candidate emerged from the in-
terview chamber announcing to his / her group that prof so and so was in there, and
what was asked of her, as if things were so predictable! I come from a university in
the northeast. I felt at sea, lost in a maze! To cut the story short, I made it! Most of
the professors and other members present were kind and fair and my ignorance of
the syllabus of the universities here did not matter much! After a long wait I was
placed in Asutosh college! At last, I would join a proper college! On that first day at
Asutosh, having completed formalities in the principal’s office I was escorted to the
'Staff room’! The escort opened the doors to that room by shooing away some boys
who had blocked the entrance. I was greeted by what appeared to be a sea of strang-
ers in a mist of smoke. Soon I found myself seated at the table on the left side of the
room. The room was smoky. A kind looking tall gentleman in dhoti kurta introduced
himself as the head of department of English which brought me out of my daze as
he asked me about my special paper, which texts I'd be interested in teaching and so
on. It was difficult to hear and understand what he said because of multiple chatters
of groups in that crowded room! "Ej, tora ar kotokshan boshbi ? Ebar bari ja "! Such
snatches made me realize that the students had coaxed teachers into the staff room
from the classrooms and different departments and then gheraoed them to press

€ Na na aaj admission hobe na! Pore esho! I stood befuddled for some time
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their demand! Much later I surmised that their demand was for passing all students
to the next class.

The first couple of months I was put on trial by the very senior teachers who occupied
the table called the 'House of Lords ' in the Professor’s Room! I feel it was more for
the reason that I had mastered from the Northeastern Hill University, which was
fairly new in the list of universities! Of course, all this was done in a humorous spirit!
Things like what is the plural/ singular for words like data, locus, bonaii and the like!
But bonaii ? Never came across this word! After a long time, someone rescued me
saying that it was, in fact, a Bengali word! Anyway, I have great respect for each one of
them! And soon one day I was sent to room 34 for invigilation duties! The room was
teeming with male students appearing for the Part 1 Chemistry pass, or what is now
called General exams. From my 37-year-old experience as a college teacher I gather
that maximum students select Political Science and Chemistry in the Humanities
and Science Streams respectively!

There was a lot of excited movement amongst them! On close observation I found
that they were exchanging not only chits of scribbled paper but also answer scripts!
Coming from a convent college for girls, this was shocking! Seeing me, the new
teacher, they wanted to visit the washroom with unusual frequency! Where was
my other colleague? He had gone for a cup of tea but even he was taking a long
time! I changed places of two boys who were talking constantly by making one sit
on the last row. No sooner had I separated them, instead of writing their answers
they kept looking at each other as if I had parted lovers! Much later did I realized
that they possessed each other's main answer booklet and while submitting their
scripts they had to attach the loose sheets to the main booklet which bore different
roll and registration numbers! I can swear that this was baptism by fire! My colleague
returned a little while before the final bell rang, mumbling something about having
a lot of work in his lab. The icing on this experience were the propositions on the
classroom walls, written by the boys addressed to the girls of the morning college
and the humorous repartees from the girls! The mobile phones have robbed this
aspect of youthful exuberance of expressing feelings! But the best one was ... a sketch
of a sombre looking great man, after whom the college is named, beside which was

written " (TR (B , FFER (8" | Profound philosophy, no doubt!

Recently the fearful death of a seventeen-year-old freshman at a South Kolkata uni-
versity was in the news. Along with many others I too condemn this barbaric treat-
ment of a fresher resulting in his tragic death. We believe that the perpetrators are
inhuman brutes who have no places in such temples of learning; nay, they cannot be
accommodated in any civilized society. Asutosh College has two men's hostels and
I'm proud to declare that no instance of ' ragging' has been associated with them and
nor will be, in the future! The reason for this is the strict vigil and a stern view that
the college administration has taken in such matters, and we are proud of that! I'll
now narrate an incident that took place in the college in the early nineties. The nine-
ties were the time when the trade and commercial doors were opened to interna-
tional businesses in terms of liberalization. This happened internationally. Domestic
markets, so far protected by governments, were let loose and the world became one
village! This meant different things to different people. The youth in Calcutta, at least
a section of the people with disposable income, were the first to respond to this new
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reality! Young men in sleeveless tees and bermudas, sipping cola from plastic cups,
were visible in vicinities like JU, Golpark and such places. But the horror of horrors
was when you saw them flip their empty plastic cups on the streets! Easy to copy the
cola-sipping crowd seen in Hollywood movies but difficult to pick up their sense of
cleanness and hygiene! Hardly anyone ever sees a US kid litter the streets similarly.
With 'liberalization ' came a kind of slackness in the kind of life we lived heretofore
which was reflected in many places. Thus, the hostel seniors of this time may have
thought ragging was par for the course! One afternoon I was petrified as I entered
the Principal' s office on some urgent matter for the Principal was caning a couple
of boys, ' seniors ‘, who lay writhing on the floor, praying for mercy! It took me some
time to gather my wits and slowly I learnt that the boys had attempted to rag some
freshmen in the hostel for which they were being punished. And when the Princi-
pal was done with them, he kept shouting: 'Ragging today, drinks tomorrow, drugs
next, and God knows what thereafter!' I personally believe that certain things have
to be dealt with a heavy hand, nipped at the bud to spare the suffering of individuals,
families and society at large.

g 5

(Prof. Gargi Nath)
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As far as I recollect

Subhas Chandra Mondal

Retd. Associate Professor
Department of History
(10.09.1987 — 30.09.2010)

West Bengal, I contacted Dr. Suvankar Chakraborty, the Principal of Asutosh

College. Afterdiscussionwithhim, thejoiningdatewasfixed forlstSeptember
1987. Accordingly, I joined the college on 10.09.1987. On that day Prof. Pranayballav
Sen, who retired on 31.08.1987, was present in the Principal's office. He took me to
the General Staff Room and introduced me to the faculty of History Department.
Before joining Asutosh College, I had served in a rural college in Howrah district
about 11 years. I can remember that we five teachers joined at a time from 1986
panel. Besides myself, there were Dr. Purna Chandra Mukherjee (Philosophy Dept.),
Sri Apurba Kumar Roy (Mathematics Dept.), Dr. Partha Sarathi (Chemistry Dept.),
Sri Debabrata Dutta (Dept. of Economics). Dr. Mukherjee came from Diamond
Harbour, Fakir Chand College, Sri Apurba Roy was a WBCS officer, and Debabrata
was in banking service. Prof. Bimal Kumar Dutta of Zoology Dept. often called us
“Five Musketeers”. At that time, there was Higher Secondary Course in College.
Routine--in-chargeProf. Dipti Prakash MitraallottedmemaximumHigherSecondary
and Degree Pass course classes. He was of the opinion that I hailed from a rural
college and would not be able to take Honours classes properly. But Dept.-in-charge
Prof. Probir Raychoudhury raised an objection and ultimately equal distribution of
classes was made.

q fter receiving the appointment letter from the College Service Commission,

There was a cluster of excellent teachers in the general staff room when I joined.
A few of them I remember were Dr. Kalipada Baxi, Sukumar babu of Bengali Dept.,
Radhashyam babu, Kalisahay babu, Sri Dilip Sen, Parimal babu, Paritosh babu,
Amritava babu (later acting Principal), Tapan babu, Amar babu, Dr. Gopal
Tribedi, Ramenda, Udayda, Falguni, Krishna Roy Mahasaya, Basantidi, Raikamal
madam, Sujata madam, Arundhuti madam of Economics Dept., Gargi madam
(Prof. Gargi Nath later became Principal of Jogamaya Devi College). Sometimes
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Prof. Chittaranjan Basu, Prof. Sugata Ray, Debuda, Jayantada, Sajal, Binayak, Debdas
and Mainak attended the General Staff Room. Most impressive figure to me was
Prof. Chittaranjan Basu of Physics Dept. I was familiar with Prof. Amritava Banerjee
through his Subaltern Studies.

I often had discussions with Prof. Amar Kumar Chattopadhya of Sanskrit Dept.
regarding Vedic literature. As a whole, a scholarly faculty was there in the college.
Dasuda arranged the attendance registers. Nirmal da was in charge of tea department
later Gopal da became his assistant.

I can remember our annual Tea Club meeting which was generally held on 24th
December every year. So many veteran ex-professors gathered together. I had the
duty to bring Professor Pranayballav Sen from his Shyambazar residence. Cultural
activities were a part of the Tea Club meeting. Sukumar babu’s performance was
unique. Prof. Basanti Mukherjee had overall control over the function.

The Teachers’ Council Secretary organised the annual picnic.Prof. Kashinath Kayal
arranged the picnic bus. Some of the picnic spots were Falta, Nurpur, Basirhat,
Barasat, Baruipur, Joyland near Joka, Rishra, and Garchumuk. Sudip, Chandranath,
Pronab, Udayda took the leading part. Annual sports in Maidan ground and tent were
a special attraction. Some events were reserved for teachers. We had also Teacher-
Students cricket match. Jayantada was the captain of the cricket team. The bowling
and batting of Falguni, Apurba, Pronab, Sudip was very attractive. Prof. Angshutosh
Khan and Prof. Partha Sarathi Ghosh arranged tiffin after the match in college tent.

Next was the college Foundation Day celebration on 17th July every year.
Sri Chittotosh Mukherjee used to attend as Chief Guest for several years. I had the
opportunity enjoying the Platinum Jubilee year of the college (1991). Prof. Dr. Nurul
Hassan, Governor of West-Bengal, visited our college on that occasion. I also saw
the reception of Sri Bikash Ranjan Bhattacharya, ex-student of our college, when
he became the Mayor of Calcutta Corporation. I was also associated with Asutosh
College Training Centre since its formation in 1991. Its purpose is to prepare students
forjob screening examination. Smt. Rupa Bhattacharya managed the center properly.
I was present at the inauguration of Asutosh College 2nd Campus at Bhasa near Joka.
Prof. Satyasadhan Chakraborty, Minister-in-Charge of Education, W.B. was the chief
guest. We also faced the NAAC Team under Smt. Lata Pillai in October 2002. Dr.
Debabrata Chaudhuri was the principal at that time. Smt. Medha Patkar joined the
seminar on environment movement while Prof. Sudindra Kumar Banerjee was the
acting principal. Prof. Mainak Gupta looked after the placement cell.

I worked under three efficient principals — Dr. Suvankar Chakraborty, Dr. Debabrata
Choudhuri and Dr. Dipak Kumar Kar. The three acting principals were Prof. Amritava
Banerjee, Prof. Sudhindra Kumar Banerjee, and Dr. Swapan Kumar Brahma.

There are some events that I can still recollect. Our beloved Krishnadi offered
Janmastami Bhog every year. Principal Dr. Suvankar Chakraborty had to wash his
hands for Bhog. Dr. Mainak Gupta contributed famous rasgulla in Tea Club meeting
from Chittaranjan sweets of Shyambazar when his daughter obtained a brilliant
result in H.S. Examination.

So far as my History Department is concerned, I was lucky enough to have a highly
motivated faculty. My fellow colleagues were Prof. Prabir Roychoudhury, Prof. Dipti
Prokash Mitra, Prof. Mahasweta Das Sharma, Prof. Tapti De, Prof. Sebanti Banerjee
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(ex-student), Prof. Saheed Hossain. We had a good understanding among us. We
organized a seminar on ‘Religion and Politics in India’ in collaboration with Political
Science Dept. and C.D.I and FAEA programe Asutosh College unit (21.02.2003). The
resource person was Dr. Amalendu De. We also arranged one day seminar titled
‘Louis Braille and Our Social Obligation’ with FAEA Programme (March’2009). Our
departmental staff participated in various UGC Sponsored National Seminars and
Refresher Courses. Quiz competition in the History Department was held when Prof.
Amritava Banerjee was acting principal of our college. Prof. Basudeb Chatterjee, the
Director of State Archives, W.B. was the chief guest. Prof. Tapti De completed her Ph.
D degree under the UGC FIP scheme. With active support of the Principal and the
Librarian Phul Dj, Braille Library was formed. At our earnest request Principal Dr.
Chaudhuri granted Rs. 43,000/- for purchasing 32 Vols. Encyclopedia Britanica. At his
initiative remedial classes for the needy were organized. I donated a small amount
for the introduction of two prizes in the name of my Late father and sister at the
time of my retirement mainly to reward excellence and promote healthy academics
in History Department.

It is a great pleasure that during my tenure of service, educational excursion of the
department could be organized in historic places such as Rajgir, Nalanda, Benaras,
Sarnath, Allahabad, Chunar Fort, Vindhanchal, Dhauli (where Asokan inscription is
available), Bhubaneswar (where Kalingaraj Kharavel’s capital is under excavation)
Delhi, Agra, Malda, Murshidabad, Chandra-Ketugarh in Berachampa etc. The
pleasure of the students was beyond expression. Within Calcutta we visited Indian
Museum, Asutosh Museum in Calcutta University, Victoria Memorial Hall etc.
Principal Dr. Debabrata Chaudhuri made financial grants for educational tours.
Dr. Amitava Ghosh who accompanied us arranged slide show of the tours in
college where other departmental colleges and even Principals attended. Vice-
Chancellor Dr. Suranjan Das who formerly belonged to Calcutta University History
Department, appreciated our effort. He requested all the colleges under Calcutta
University to introduce historical tours. Other departmental colleagues also joined
our tours at their own cost such as Amitava Ghosh, Jyotirmoy Ghosh, Sraboni Ray,
Dr. Kalyan Baxi, and Sri Tamonash Chakraborty.

Some of the established students in History Department of my time are
Sri Aninda Hore (Indian Foreign Service), Uttar Sarathi (Corporate Sector),
Rajkumar Chakraborty (College Teacher), Saikat Chakraborty (College Teacher),
Tapoban Bhattacharjya (College Teacher), Avanti (College Teacher), Sebanti
(College Teacher), Anamitra Chatterjee (College Teacher), Nilima Kisku (Teacher),
Paromita Dutta (Teacher), Sayandeb (Postal Service), Anuradha Banerjee (Kolkata
Dooradarshan), and Tilakmouli Rakshit (Govt. Service, W.B).

I spent a prolonged period in college (01.09.1987 - 30.09.2010). I developed cordial
relations with all the faculty members, non-teaching staff and above all the students
of the college. I wish the college every success in the future.

SEPTNS IS
™a
(Subhas Chandra Mondal)
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INTERVIEW OF
DEBDAS ROY

Debdas Roy
Retd. Professor, Dept. of Geology
17.04.1979 — 31.03.2013

I nterviewer: Sir, tell us something about yourself.

DR:Ijoined Geology Hons.in 1969. My admission day is memorable for me. There

was direct admission in those days. I still have the marksheet on the reverse of
which it is stated in the Vice-Principal’s hand ‘Admit today in Geology Hons. I stood
in the line and walked up to Paresh babu. We had no phones then, only a no-dial
phone in college for contact purposes. He asked me ‘Why are you here?’ I said ‘For
my admission money. The fee counter was open till 3 pm. I was asked ‘Why did you
choose Geology?' Actually my cousin’s brother-in-law was a famous geologist with
the GSI. He inspired me to take up this subject as it has a direct connection with
nature. There is a lot of fieldwork and interaction with many people. There is no such
exposure in any other subject. I was happy regarding my subject selection.

After completing my B.Sc. I went to IIT Kharagpur to do my M.Sc. via lateral entry. I
joined Ballygunge Science College as a research scholar. This was in 1976. On 17 April
1979 I'joined Asutosh college as a teacher.

My two biggest achievements were: despite my not being a very good student I got a
great deal of love from my teachers. Despite my not being a very good teacher I got
immense love from my students. Sisir Sen has certified me for the subject. What can
be more satisfying than this?

Another great experience was the Ford Foundation project. 24 colleges were
selected from India during Suvankar babu’s time. First was the Campus Diversity
Initiative, The professor [in charge] was B. R. Mehta who was Vice-Chancellor of
Delhi University. Before him was Sarada Nair. We adopted a village school near
Bhasa. Every Saturday we used to visit individual houses. We would also stage plays
for them, the scripts being written by Suvankar babu. I ran the Ford Foundation
programme in college. I was assistant director and after the retirement of Amritava
Banerjee I took over as director.
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We used to conduct 7 to 10 programmes every year. Students were trained in many
subjects. They were also given IAS preparation. Two colleges had been selected:
Presidency and Asutosh. We would discuss the benefits students would get. If a
student had not received a scholarship recommendation or if someone’s result was
not good we would work on that.

I was once asked why I did not make use of the car made available by the Ford
Foundation. I replied that I was doing it for the love of my students and not for a car
service.

[Translation into English from an interview conducted by a Sparsha Team Member in Bengali]

(Debdas Roy)
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Raikamal Dasgupta
Retd. Professor, Dept. of English
(07.11.1981 — 31.12.2016)

batch to be appointed by the College Service Commission. In those days Asutosh

College was a Boys’ college; it became co-educational later. It was then the
practice for lady professors to be appointed to boys’ colleges. The students comprised
five years - Classes 11 and 12, and then the three years of undergraduate study. [ was
probably the sixth among the lady professors. Basanti di [Dr Basanti Mukhopadhyay,
dept. of Bengali] was the first to be appointed, followed by Krishna di [Krishna
Raymahasay, Sanskrit], and, in that same year Arundhati Chanak [Economics], Ena
Chatterjee [Statistics] and Debika Halder [Statistics] - one in July and the other in
August- I forget who joined earlier. I joined in November and Sujata [Dr Sujata Roy,
Sanskrit] joined in December that year.

I joined the Asutosh College family in November 1981. We were possibly the first

Since we were all new appointees with the smell of student life still clinging to us,
we would huddle together around the small desk in the right-hand side of the room
as one entered through the door. Our role model was Basanti di. We would gaze at
her enraptured. She would be taking classes, participating in all cultural activities,
running the Tea Club and at the same time circulating through the Staff Room and
engaging everyone in conversation.

My reminiscences are probably not going to come out in the correct sequence. What
may have occurred later I may mention earlier, and what took place earlier I may
mention later. That is the nature of memory. That is why I have chosen to record my
thoughts rather than pen them down.
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Many of us had newly joined our jobs and at the same time we were juggling the
responsibilities of the families we had married into. It was a time of stress and strain
- chaap is what they call it nowadays. Someone suggested to Basanti di one day that
she was easy and relaxed and able to do so much because her daughters had grown
up. Basant di was of course very witty. Her instant reply was: ‘Yes, you're right! My
elder daughter sat for her Higher Secondary the day she was born, and the younger
for the Secondary Examination the day she was born.’ Basanti di gave us some really
valuable advice - she told us not to cluster together in a tight group simply because
we were of the same age and had joined at about the same time. She said it was
necessary that we sit at the different tables and converse with everyone. The truth
of the matter was that we were a little diffident about this. It must be remembered
that the staff room of Asutosh college was peopled by veritable giants - legendary
professors, clad mostly in dhoti-panjabis, whose names were known to us from
well before we joined. I could mention the names of Dr Krishnalal Mukhopadhyay
[Bengali], or Dr. Parimal Kar [Political Science], some of whose lectures I had heard
even prior to my joining college. Fortunately for me someone I knew personally was
also there. | mean my colleague Udaybhanu Bhattacharjee, whom I had known from
my M.A. days. He had been one of our favourite dadas, and it was so reassuring for
me to have him as my departmental colleague. I felt he would be there to protect me
if sorequired, and indeed that was the case. A workplace is after all full of vicissitudes
and challenges.

My memory takes me to a particular incident. We used to be in the habit of staying
on in college after our classes got over for the day. Mostly we would be engaged
in conversation with the seniors, and by conversation I mean they would do the
speaking and we would mostly do the listening, although we also had our own
opinions to offer. Prabir da, Prabir Roy Chowdhury of the department of History
enjoyed getting into debates. He had been schooled at the Ramakrishna Mission but
he was also extremely critical of the institution. Also present that day were Pranay
Ballav Sen, another stalwart of the department [of History], with whom I had shared
a speaker’s lectern before I joined college. Gopal da [Gopal Tribedy, Economics] was
also there - more about him later. Prabir da was saying to me: ‘Look at your Belur
Math. When rich devotees land up they offer them payesh, and the poorer lot get
bondey. Many were stuck strongly by this. A sanyasi ought to be even-minded and
even-handed.Ifeltstrongly affronted. True,Iwasajuniorincollege but myassociation
with the Ramakrishna Mission went back years. My response was immediate: ‘The
sanyasis at Belur Math do not join the mission so as to spend their days meditating
in Himalayan caves. They join in order to perform social service and for that some
money is needed. Had they been living in caves none of this would have mattered.
But they do need money and for that that they do need to court wealthy devotees.
As for the bondey, even that is prasad.” There was a certain fury in my answer which
astonished the seniors. However, I was stoutly supported by Pranay Ballav Sen and
Paritosh da [Paritosh Basu, Political Science]. With this incident I seemed to have
obtained a gatepass to the world of the seniors.

Let me also mention an incident involving Gopal da, although chronologically it
really should come later. When I joined Asutosh college, Dr Suvankar Chakraborty
was the Principal. Prior to my joining my notions regarding the college were very
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hazy and vague. I belonged to a north Calcutta family. My entire education had
been in the north, and the same held true for my father, my aunt, and even my
mother. It was either Presidency or Scottish Church for us, on both sides of the
family. I had gone to Bethune college, an intensely disciplined institution. We would
hear disparaging references to Asutosh college as being some kind of cowshed. I
remember my appointment letter coming during the Puja vacation, which at that
time stretched as far as Jagatdhatri Pujo and so my joining was on 7th November. An
uncle [kaka] of mine who lived in the Bhowanipore area and had studied in Asutosh
College had already come and met me by then. ‘You will love the place, he told
me, ‘ So much heritage, what a noble building, what large doors and what spacious
windows, and such a large hall’ I had to give it back: “‘What are you saying?’ I said,
‘T come from Bethune college. Can Asutosh have larger doors and windows?” After
joining I realised that the large hall my kaka had spoken of had been partitioned into
the Seminar, or departmental, library and the adjacent corridor and rooms. One of
the rooms was numbered 14L; anyway the room numbers were changed later. My
kaka reserved his heaviest weaponry [Brahmastra] for the last: ‘Do you know how
many cinema halls are there near Asutosh College? Does Bethune have anything like
this?” Upon this matter I had to concede defeat.

Living in north Calcutta as I did and working in the south it was not always possible
for me to watch films in my own neighbourhood, but I do remember watching
Adalat o Ekti Meye, at Indira cinema, I think. I would always be petrified at the
thought that I would find a student sitting in the next seat, or at the same restaurant
or food counter if I went out for food. Countless times I simply clamped down on
my hunger. This inhibition, I must add, was not peculiar to me. All of us, of our
generation, seemed to feel that society would be scandalised to see teachers eating
out or entertaining themselves. Anyway, to return to what I was saying, when I came
to join college, I found the Principal, Dr Suvankar Chakraborty, in a state of gherao.
The unruly students surrounding him were seated firmly on mats and would not of
course even let me enter the room. That was normal, for I was a stranger.

I addressed them directly. ‘Baba, I said, and I used the word baba deliberately, as a
kind of safety guard, for between them and me the difference of age was not great, ‘I
have come here to join my duties. I am going to be your teacher. Do you really want me
to go away with an adverse impression about you?” My mildness of approach worked
in my favour. Let madam in was the general consensus. I went in and submitted
my joining letter and was introduced to the head of the department of English, Dr
Patitpaban Banerji, a most cordial and affectionate person. The very next day I took
my first class. It was on Shakespeare’s As you Like It. We used to be, in those days, as
I would jocularly say even later, something like daily labourers. We had just joined,
there was never any time for complete lesson plans. Whatever was needed for the
next day’s lecture was the utmost that we could prepare. Some students with their
minds bent on mischief would ask me questions that pertained to the text as a whole
and could only be addressed when the primary reading was over. For them I had
a standard answer ready: ‘That’s interesting. I have not thought about it from this
point of view. I'll need to think about it This answer would invariably satisfy them.

I was slight of build, and my relatives and well-wishers would always worry about
how I was managing to cope in a boys’ college. But I was never worried about it at all.
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I will say that my students of that generation were extremely intelligent. I am using
the word intelligent. They understood perfectly that I was trying my hardest to work
for their good and it would be a foolish thing for them to upset me. I'm going back
to As You Like It. Whenever I reached any passage that would cause me discomfort, I
would say, ‘There’s really nothing to explain here None of them would ever demand
an explanation of those lines. I had completed my studies as an underaged student
and the difference between me and my first batch was barely five years. With age
and experience things changed and I could teach texts like “To His Coy Mistress’
from a purely academic point of view, looking straight into my students’ eyes.

I now need to talk about Gopal da. He was the Teachers’ Council Secretary. At that
time Refresher courses had just been introduced. These were new additions to our
academic life and there would be plenty of applicants and a great deal of competition.
I had applied for a Refresher course at the department of English, Jadavpur University,
and handed over my application to Sati di [Prof. Sati Chatterjee]. I was selected. It was
August, during the full session, and I now had to obtain the principal’s permission.
Dr Suvankar Chakraborty refused outright. For him the welfare of the students came
first, over and above the welfare of teachers. I generally used to be able to match him
with my arguments. ‘The welfare of students and the welfare of teachers are not
separate at all; I told him. ‘When a teacher upgrades her skills, it can only benefit
the students! My words made no impression on him. I returned to the staffroom
tired and disheartened. Basanti di approached me and tried to find out what had
happened. She then approached Gopal da who came and sat next to me and said in
a very tender voice: ‘Do not worry, Raikamal. Of course you will go for the refresher
course. You will, I guarantee it. I don’t know what he told Sir (we used to refer to
Dr Suvankar Chakraborty as ‘sir’), but, a little later I received a summons from the
Principal. He sounded irate: ‘Did you have to actually go and approach Gopal da?’
I protested that I had not approached him at all; rather, he had seen me sitting
downhearted and come and spoken to me. Upon which Dr Chakraborty said: ‘You
may go for the Refresher. I was only testing you and you have passed the test.

How can I not mention Krishna di? I should have mentioned her first. I do not know
how I would have spent my days and hours in college had it not been for her. Among
ourselves we would say that if one felt low and sad, the thing to do would be to sit
down next to Krishna di for just a little while. She would invariably see only the best
in others. She would see qualities in them that they themselves might be totally
unaware of. And the person in question would think - ‘perhaps I really do possess
these qualities.’ Krishna di was so, so positive. She was much senior to us and she
would always exhort us, the new lady teachers, to prove ourselves in the classroom,
to give it our all. We lived in a climate where some of the male members of faculty
were openly of the opinion that for us the home was the centre of our being and
we had joined the profession only for some extra money for saris and jewellery:. I
remember a senior professor telling me: ‘You have snatched a boy’s job. “‘What do
you mean?’ I retorted, ‘did the Commission in its interview give me some 10 or 20
marks extra because I am a woman? I fought on the same platform and proved
myself’ These statements might seem very anachronistic or irrelevant today, but at
that point in time we had to constantly prove ourselves, both at home and outside.

When the seniors saw the depth of our sincerity they finally accepted us whole-
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heartedly and truly became our dadas, our elder brothers- most of them at least. We
were truly the recipients of their affection and yes, their protection.

When we joined college we used to find the stage and tables unadorned on special
occasions. It was Krishna di who spent out of her own pocket to purchase tablecloths
and other items needed for a proper decoration. I became Krishna di’s disciple. On
the 16th of July, the day before the annual celebrations of 17th July, we would be busy
setting up the stage and the hall and very often would not reach our homes until nine
atnight. The work was never outsourced. We teachers would provide directions and
the students would execute our plans. I remember a particular year when the GS of
the Students’ Union - his name was Bhaskar, I forget his surname - said: ‘Madam, we
will pass out this year. Who will help you next year?” And, truly, we used to wonder
who would clamber up and down doing the same job next year,

This reminds me of Sudhin da [Sudhin Bandopadhaya, Physics]. Dr Suvankar
Chakraborty had left by then and Sudhin da was the Teacher-in Charge. He had this
very great love for college and used to explore ways and means of saving costs. At that
time Chandramalli [Dr Chandramalli Sengupta, Bengali] had joined me in arranging
the 17th July celebrations. It so happened one particular year that the sum Sudhin
da had given to cover costs was simply not enough. I suggested that we buy khoi
and string it together into a necklace. And the students had brought two date-palm
leaves, These are spiky at the edges. So we stuck Khoi on the tips of the spikes and
placed each leaf near them near the two wings of the stage. They looked splendid
and drew much appreciation from everyone.

I must relate another anecdote concerning Sudhin da. When we administered our
3rd year ‘Test’ exams the question papers would be hand-written. There would be
very many choices since the Head of the department would compile all the questions
given by members of the concerned faculty.  was Head at that time, my handwriting
was on the larger side, and the question paper when I had written it out was three
full pages. Sudhin da was furious. Such a long question paper, and so many students
in the department of English. College would have to spend so much money on
photocopies! Sudhin da dismissed me. But. . .the next day I discovered that he had
gone back home and compressed my three-page Question paper into one page of his
tiny handwriting. Would any Principal ever do this? It was simply a labour of love.

Another time the 17th July programme had gone off very well. Sudhin da had
stayed in college till the end and he complimented us when we went to meet him.
I immediately asked him for baksheesh - a hundred rupees for Chandramalli and
another hundred for myself. Sudhin da was nonplussed, but Anuj da [ Anuj Ganguly,
PA to the Principal], who was there and completely aware of the backstory, said, ‘Give
them the money, sir. There is a reason behind it So Chandramalli and I were given
Rs 100 each. What had happened was that the money had run out. We had emptied
our purses, keeping only sufficient bus fare for the journey home. But even that was
not enough. You must remember that this was before ATM cards. The tabalchi was
waiting for his dues, Rs 200, and this is how we obtained the money.

Well before 17 July the students would be given talim in Udbodhan Sangeet. Krishna
di had taught us that the word is Udbodhan, not Udbodhani, which is in defiance of
grammar. Krishna di might have had the tenderest soul, but she would not tolerate
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any kind of errors, whether in music or dance. Imperfection was not for her. Either
the performer had to get it right, or he/she had to move on. In fact during our first
NAAC visit [in 2002] Krishna di was in charge of the cultural programme. We had
called over Sohini Dasgupta, who later became a name in the field of film direction.
She had been a student of mine in the department of English and at that time we
knew her simply for her dance skills. Sohini had directed ‘Nrittyer o Taaley Taaley’ a
really extraordinary performance. We have no video recording and so I am speaking
from memory. The Principal, Dr Debabrata Chaudhuri, regretted that the programme
had been kept for the last, after the NAAC team had given its marks. He felt it might
have made a difference to our grading.

Dr Suvankar Chakraborty had another tale to tell about Krishna di the perfectionist.
He had been surrounded by students raising a certain demand regarding fees,
as is their wont. Some student (or students) needed relief from the fees. As an
administrator Dr Chakraborty knew how to deal with the students. He was not paying
any particular attention to them. Krishna di was also there in the Principal’s room at
that point. She became so emotionally charged that her eyes filled with tears. Taking
off her large gold bracelets, of the kind worn commonly in that period, she laid them
on the principal’s table and, in a voice charged equally with anger and tears, said:
‘Take this, and use the money to pay the student’s fees so that he can take the exam.
This incident became one of the legends of Asutosh college. When we joined college
and got to know Krishna di we were able to perfectly correlate the person with the
legend.

WhatIam sayingis coming out sometimes in random order. It can’t be helped. Imight
just forget things otherwise. When Dr Suvankar Chakraborty proceeded to Rabindra
Bharati University as Vice-Chancellor, Amritava da [ Amritava Bandopadhyay,
Political Science] became Teacher-in-Charge. He had earlier been serving as Bursar.

I remember one of the Annual Sports Days. I was waiting in college with Gargi, who
had joined our department about four years after me [Gargi Nath, English, who later
became Principal of Jogamaya Devi Girls’ College]. We were waiting for Amritava da
to accompany us to the maidan. This was in the days before college supplied a bus for
the purpose. Amritava da was busy with his bursarial duties. However, he emerged
and got a taxi immediately, for Hazra crossing in those days used to be full of taxis.
Nearing the spot, we could see an event for the male professors - a walking race.
In one second or so it seemed Amritava da gave me a hundred-rupee note for the
cabbie, dumped his portfolio bag on Gargi, and strode off to join the race. By the time
we reached the venue the race was over. Amritava da had secured second position!

Two events now come to mind which, to me at least, brought both joy and sorrow .
When Suvankar babu was still Principal a team had come to college from south India
aspartofaFord Foundation project. We had put on a cultural programme highlighting
the great variety of our musical traditions - Baul, Adhunik, Rabindrasangeet,
Bhatiyali. We had sufficient talent among our students. Lunch would be provided
in college during the rehearsals. As usual Krishna di was intensely involved in the
proceedings, going right down to details of costume. In those days Krishna di used
to be very orthodox. She would take no outside food other than that provided by a
mishtir’r dokaan. There was one opposite, on the Hospital side of the road, exactly
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where the shop named Choice is now. Sujata and I had gone there to get some sweets
and singaras for Krishna di. Imay have been alittle absentminded and I was hit on the
ankle by an auto. Before I knew anything I was flung on to the crossing. Some of our
colleagues, who were enjoying their paan and cigarettes, witnessed the whole thing.
They were there in a flash. I was picked up, first aid was given, an x-ray taken, and
then I was told to return home for the day. When I rejoined college a few days later I
tried to find out who had paid what for my treatment - the doctor, the medicines, the
x-ray. My colleagues were outraged. ‘The cheek of it, they said, ‘are you planning to
pay us? Us, your dadas?’ That is why I say, yet again - we were a family.

I must add that Krishna di was all compunction when she heard of the accident.
In a fit of self-reproach, she went to everyone present in the staffroom and started
narrating the ill-fated incident. To cure her of this piteous state Uday da came and
approached her, saying: ‘Krishna, what do I hear? You have pushed our Raikamal
deliberately in front of a running auto?’ Krishna di appreciated the humour and
immediately burst into laughter.

Another time I had gone to college for the Foundation Day programme at a time
when [ was medically a little unfit. My dentist had extracted two of my teeth together
and perhaps the stitching had not been sufficiently secure. I would occasionally
bleed from my teeth, with no advance warning. I was anchoring the programme
and, in the break between the two halves, my mouth began to fill with blood. At a
prearranged signal from me Sajal [Dr Sajal Bhattacharya, Zoology] took my place.
Incidentally, Sajal and I had joined college on the same day. Anyway I rushed into
the greenroom. As I rinsed my mouth the basin began to be dyed red with blood.
Some of the students, idling outside, initially thought someone had broken a bottle
of alta. When they realised what the matter was, they somehow collected their wits
and rushed to the Principal. He in turn took out his purse. One of the boys then took
me around in a taxi in search of a dentist. A Chinese dentist, Dr Lee, was the only
practitioner nearby whose chamber was open. He kept his patients waiting while
I got an emergency re-stitching. The student who helped me so much was from
Zoology. His name, I remember, was Prithwiraj. I met him years later at a hospital
where he had come with his ailing father. At that point I did not recognise him at
sight but his hurt was assuaged as soon as I remembered his name.

Under Suvankar babu’s leadership we brought out an anthology of poetry. Our own
students and members of faculty were the contributors. I do not know whether

any other college has done something like this. The first line of the first poem was

SIS (T SIS AT SSRGS &S 26 G, It was written by Vinayak Bandopadhyay,
today a leading poet. I always remind him when we meet that that it was not Desh or
Ananda Bazar Patrika which published his first poem!

We got to see so many facets of Suvankar babu’s personality. During the Annual
Sports days we - I mean Krishna di and I - would write out requests in verse on little
chits of paper and pass them on to him. The requests would pertain to simple things,
like getting food for the company from a passing hawker. He would reply equally
proficiently in matching lines of verse on the reverse of the paper. This happy to-
and-fro would go on year after year. Sadly, we never thought of preserving any of
these little chits. If we had they would surely have formed an album.
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Uday da once continued his class beyond time. My class followed upon his and it
was due from 12-30. Uday da went on and on. I was stuck in the staff room, waiting.
I thought he was possibly finishing a topic. It was ten minutes to one by the time he
came downstairs. In the interval between his descending and my going up Suvankar
babu had reached my classroom and seen a general uproar. It was his habit, as
Principal, to patrol the premises and ensure that all classes were held and discipline
was maintained. Upon being questioned the students said, in all innocence of the
implications, that it was RDG ma’am’s class. I had by then reached the classroom
door. Suvankar babu gave me a tremendous dressing down. It seemed interminable
and I could not interject a word. When he left and I stepped in to take class I found
the students siting with bowed heads. One of them apologised on behalf of all the
class. ‘Ma’am, we had no idea this would happen when we said this was your class.
No proper class could be taken in the few minutes remaining. The students were as
upset as I was. It was a bitter experience that I took home with me.

Now, Suvankar babu would forget all about the previous day’s happenings when the
next day dawned. That was his manner of working. The next day he came to the Staff
room and sat there as usual. The Staff room in those days was divided into the House
of Lords - those sitting on the left - and the House of Commons - those sitting on the
right, if you took your bearings as you entered through the door. As he was about to
leave I went up to him and explained the exact circumstances of the previous day’s
happenings. There was no trace in him of the previous day’s anger. He listened, and
thereupon, in the Staff room itself, folded his hands in front of all and begged my
pardon.

In those days the ‘Test’ results were taken very seriously. Things began to change later.
We were four of us in the department, and we had checked four papers in all. We had
decided, upon a senior’s suggestion, that in future no student would be held back
for a trifling figure of 2 marks or so. All four of us could easily give half a mark each.
A few days later a senior colleague informed us that he had hauled a few students
over the pass-line mark in that very exam by saying that there had been a mistake in
the original totalling. He suggested that we do the same thing. We proceeded to the
office and met our Head Clerk, Boro babu [Bhutnath Bhattacharya]. What we did not
know was that the Principal had seen though this game and instructed the Office not
to accept marks corrected in this manner any more. We were to give him the marks
instead. This we proceeded to do. He was not there at that point; so the ‘corrected’
marks were left on his table in neat envelopes under the supervision of Abhijit da
[Abhijit Bandopadhyay, Caretaker]. The next morning Suvankar babu appeared at
the Staff room door with the two incriminating envelopes in his hand. In a carrying
voice he said: ‘Everyone here, do you know the two dayamoyis? [tender-hearted
ones]. All conversation came to a halt. Gargi and I were bracing ourselves for what
was to come. ‘Come, let me introduce all of you to the two dayamoyis. I think some
of the students approached them and fell at their feet. And this is how they tried to
increase their marks. Watch me now, you dayamoyis.” Then, dramatically, he ripped
the two envelopes apart.

I have always (justly) regarded Gargi as possessing superior brains. I asked her later
whether we should have told the Principal that we had been inspired, in fact actually
directed, by a colleague. Gargi was very clear that it would not have been wise. For
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our senior colleague had been there in the staff room and had said nothing. As of
now people were merely regarding us as foolish. Had we said anything and been
faced with an inevitable denial we would also have been regarded as meretricious.

There was atime when Suvankar babu was the subject of much malevolent discussion
on TV and in the media generally. He was regarded as an enemy of women’s rights,
as a conservative who commented on what girls wore. It became quite an issue. I feel
he had made political enemies. The fact is that he would always correct any student
who he felt was inappropriately dressed for an academic institution. I remember I
had returned to the Staff room and was relaxing with a cup of tea when he appeared,
hauling a student, a boy. The boy was wearing a T-shirt with that famous line from
Suman [Suman Chattopadhyay]'s song printed on it: ‘Ak cup chaiey ami tomakey
chai’ A cup of tea was also part of the design. ‘Wasn’t he in your class, Raikamal?
And you didn’t say anything?’ I felt he was reprimanding me as much as he was
reprimanding the boy. This was a general practice with him and it was not gender-
specific.

Another time a teacher had absent-mindedly left behind the duster in the classroom
- it was Class 11 or 12. The boys began to flip it from hand to hand as they walked
down the wide corridor flanking the main road. Their plan was to bring it to the
Staff room but it slipped out of their hands and hit a passerby on the pavement three
floors below. The passerby lodged an immediate complaint with the Principal.  was
meeting the boys for their next class and they begged me for protection. My response
was that what they had done was wrong and there was nothing I could do. But when
Sir arrived a few minutes later and demanded that I turn the boys out I pleaded with
him on their behalf. It was their last class, I said, they would next take their final
examinations and I was teaching something they would really need. He saw through
it all, but did not force his authority upon me. He completely respected the teacher’s
autonomy inside the classroom.

I remember an incident from about five years before my retirement. A girl clad in
what I can only describe as a party dress got off the metro with me. As I followed her
up the stairs my uneasiness increased. ‘Are you a college-goer?’ I asked her. ‘Do you
think you are appropriately clad?’ She turned upon me immediately: “Who gave you
the right to comment upon my dress? Do you teach in my college? You think my dress
is not nice?’ I replied that I was like her mother and I found her dress beautiful, but
one needed to remember that a Benarasi silk sari is not worn to a funeral. Anyway,
we met in the corridor one day and I do not know who was the more startled.

Iremember Nirmalya Acharya of the department of Bengali. [ used to read Akhon, the
journal he edited, from before I joined college, and I considered it my good fortune
to be able to share the same Staff room with him. It is not that we interacted very
frequently. But a common point with us was our acquaintance with Radharaman
Mitra, a specialist on Calcutta city. In fact Radharaman Mitra was like family to
me. He was a frequent visitor at my home and after marriage he became almost a
neighbour. I lived in Shaker Bajar while he lived near Ajanta cinema hall. I used to
address him as dadu. Nirmalya Acharya wanted to write something on Radharaman
Mitra and I had promised to help him, but he passed away untimely.

I was once engaged in invigilation with Amal da [Amal Chakraborty, Bengali]. Amal
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dahad a double M.A., one in Bengali and the other in English. I had spent all night at
amusical jalsha and I felt I was dead on my feet. ‘I live a little far away, I told Amal da.
‘May I leave a little early? ‘Where do you live?” Amal babu asked me. Behala, I said,
whereupon he informed me that his home was in Naihati. No question of fleeing
early after that; we left the exam hall together. He had not in any way taken offence
at this kind of request being made by one so junior.

We used to refer to Sudhin da as Shejda; Principal sir was Borda. The Vice-Principal
then, Prof. Dulal Chandra Mitra [Philosophy] was Mejda. It was not that Sudhin da
held any post. However, there was no aspect of work in which he was not involved,
and he mentored us. Sudhin da had made a team with Ena, Sujata, Dipak [Dipak Kar,
Botany] and myself. Dipak later became principal and then I would address him a
little more formally. Why Sudhin da chose the four of us is something I do not know.
He taught us how to prepare the Service books. At that point Shital da [ Shital Ch.
Dey] had not been recruited. And Apurba [Apurba Ray, Mathematics] taught us to
prepare Arrear bills. We would run up calculations on long sheets of paper under
Apurba’s supervision.

Once, on the 17th of July, Suvankar babu suggested that the students ought to take the
front rows while we sat in the back rows. This experiment was indeed held that year.
There is a photograph of me sitting with Krishna di in the last row. However, some
practical difficulties emerged and the experiment was not repeated. Another time
he suggested that senior male teachers welcome the guests. Usually girl students
or junior lady teachers would do this. I remember PB sir, my departmental head,
welcoming a distinguished guest on stage that year. He had certainly never done
anything like this before.

The notion that academics should be linked with the workplace was something that
Suvankar babu held very strongly. The department of Computer Science and the
course in English-speaking skills were begun under his direction. He also brought
out certain booklets which I am sure are properly stored in college custody. He was
in that sense ahead of his time. My own father [ Amiya Majumdar, Academician and
Member of the Asiatic Society] had been invited to address our college. Incidentally
Suvankar sir had been one of my father’s students. A huge banner had been printed
for the occasion.Imay have a photo in an album somewhere. Anyway, these extension
courses of ours proved to be highly successful.

Another incident that I remember: during the construction of the underground
metro tunnel our college building began to list in one direction. Engineers were
called, who opined that the metro tunnelling was causing problems. We teachers
took out a procession, and a deputation, which included the Principal, went to
Metro Rail Bhavan. It was headed at that time by Sri Tathagata Ray, brother of our
colleague Saugata Ray. The metro railway authorities awarded a huge amount as
compensation to the college. Great improvements to our college infrastructure were
enabled through the proper utilisation of this amount. Other job-oriented courses,
like Industrial fish and Fisheries, Microbiology and Biochemistry, were all envisaged
at around this point in time, although the execution came some years later.

My official day of retirement was 31st Desember 2016. Since the day was within the
Christmas holidays, my last official meeting with the students and colleagues was
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on 24th, the day immediately before Christmas. The NAAC visit was over on the 17th
and all of us were so drained out that the feeling that my Asutosh days are coming
to a halt never dawned upon me. On the 24th we had an informal meet — me , my
students, and my departmental colleagues — in the classroom of the Humanities
block where we enjoyed home-cooked dishes made by our students and did some
reminisce.

Those were the golden days with their little joys, little hopes, little dreams and big
challenges which mentored us. Asutosh College will always remain in my mind as a
place of nostalgia, of pride, of fulfillment.

[Translated into English from audio recordings made in Bangla.]

S

(Raikamal Dasgupta)
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MEMORIES OR AN
UNFORGETTABLE DREAM?

Dr. Chandramalli Sengupta
Dept of Bengali

The beginning :

late 20s walked through the main gate of Asutosh College, the star institution of

Kolkata, awkwardly managing her sari, her bag heavy with books, and her awe
and fear. No, she was not a student, but the newly-appointed member of faculty in
Bengali in that college. She was normally not shy, neither nervous as she already had
more than two years of experience of working as a research fellow in a University
where she taught students of the night section, who were older than her. But the
entry to this institution, meeting the then well-known Principal Dr. Suvankar
Chakrabarty (SC) and the sheer thought of finally getting into profession seriously,
made her a little shaky.

In 1996 just before the Pujas, on 1st October a lanky and long-plaited girl in her

Well, that was me, who after entering the Professors' Room was literally petrified
because she had joined in the post of the stalwart litterateur Nirmalya Acharya and
the room was filled with quite a number of grey haired gentlemen. On that very first
day what struck me as strange was that the ladies were seated at a separate table
away from men, a sight which I had never seen as a student at JU or at RBU where
I had been working as a Research Fellow before this. Thankfully, the then HOD of
my Department, Basanti Mukhopaddhay, a beautiful lady and my father's classmate
(I till date call her Basanti Pisi), took me aside and helped me breathe easy while I
went to meet Principal Sir (her classmate too) to submit my joining report. I was
told the same things by Sir, that I had heard from my father that morning : No sitting
in the lobby and no eating phuchka near Hazra Park ( now JD Park) anymore. Well,
they had been classmates too at CU, so this echo message was not odd. Later, the
Principal himself accompanied me to the staffroom and introduced me to all the
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seniors. It was then that I discovered that I was the youngest among all teaching and
non-teaching staff members. Some of my seniors had children of my age.
Eight days later, the Puja holidays (then we used to have 1 month break) started.

Phase 1:

I went back to college in November. Then the real test began. I had studied in
Jadavpur University, hence was unaware of syllabus of Calcutta University, neither
knew certain mindsets of this college because of my JU grooming and was prone to
making mistakes and/or getting criticised for being a JU'ite. I got blessed as a lady
called Krishna Raymahasay ( KRM) of Sanskrit literally took me under her wing.
Lady teachers were few in number then and the staffroom was very much male-
dominated with some male teachers treating female colleagues like second class
citizens and asking for tea. It was Basanti Pisi who shared with me how she handled
being the first lady faculty of the college and why lady teachers had a different table.
That really was an unknown world for me and a tad scary.

But along with KRM I soon found Debuda (Debabrata Marik of Geography) and Raidi
(Raikamal Dasgupta (RDG) of English. My relation with KRM, with Debuba (and
Uma Boudi), with RDG, and Anjudi (Anjusri Bhattacharya, AB ) of Bengali had/has
remained unchanged. KRM and Boudi have left us. But Debuda, RDG and AB still
remain as part of my existence in Asutosh College, because without them I would
never have survived the first few years. But just saying that really won't suffice, so I
take this opportunity to share some beautiful moments I spent with them and some
others too:

KRM treated me like her daughter. I became her "Babi" and remained so after her
retirement and till she left us this year. She used to bring home-cooked delicacies on
my birthday, would check that I hadn't drunk too much tea, and most importantly
made sure I remained comfortable in the staffroom amongst very senior colleagues.
(Infact, Ramen da's son Bobby was exactly my age) KRM was one of akind. She treated
the College like her second home and I remember her dusting tables, covering the
staffroom tables with tablecloths and placing bowls with flowers on them to make
the staffroom look nice. Her colleagues were like her family. She could do anything
for them, just the way she felt it her responsibility to help every young colleague to
settle comfortably in their new environment.

In the main staffroom we had no curtains on the huge windows facing the Jatin Das
Park (even now) which made a beautiful sight in monsoon when the Kadam tree
used to be in full bloom. One could look out of the window to see the blue sky and
sing a song or just muse internally. One day, two people came to take measurements
for rods and drapes as was decided by College. Udayda (Uday Bhanu Bhattacharya) of
English, who never minced his words, soon put a stop to this attempt and made sure
nothing was done to obstruct that beautiful view.

The college became a pleasant place from December onwards when PCM sir,
(Purnachandra Mukherjee, the man in white) of Philosophy asked me to be his
"heroine" in the play-act to be presented on 24th December, the annual get-together
day of the college. It was a satire with characters of Ravana and Sita, where I was Sita.
His daughter Adrita was a friend in Rabindra Bharati University and she probably
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had told him about my stint in acting. Ruby Jethima, Adrita’s mother also remained
close to me till the end. The rehearsals with Sir helped me slowly come out of the
mental block about interacting with my seniors.

During those yearly events I got to meet retired professors like Sukumar Banerjee
Krishnalal Mukhopaddhay, the wonderful singer from Bengali, and many other
retired stalwarts of the college making me realise the kind of legacy I had come
into. Even then the staffroom was a galaxy literally. Ramenda ,the legendary teacher
of English, gave me lessons in theory of literary genres, which I was to teach in the
then BA 3rd year, where my 1st batch students preferred calling me Didj, as I was just
a few years older than them. I still have contact with some of them. My contact with
Ramenda remained for a long time as he was almost a neighbour. I used to visit his
house on Saraswati Puja and during election duties in the school next to his house.

Kalipada Bakshi Sir of Philosophy was another father-figure who spoke less and
listened more and emanated a calmness. I felt that calmness at a time when my
mind was not at all calm and needed guidance for a personal issue. Sir with his
very reassuring style introduced me to Puspadi (Mishra, then Principal of Bethune
College and a psychologist) , a tie which has remained till date. Sir kept a tab on my
mood and often talked to me about several things to make me comfortable. I also
used to visit his house in Golpark.

Then there was Parimal Bhattacharya of Political Science Amar Kumar Chatterjee
of Sanskrit, whose names as famous teachers were known to me even before I joined
this college. Sitting with them in the same staffroom itself was an honour for me. KK
(Kashinath Kayal ) of Political Science used to sing Rabindra Sangeet. I remember
him giving Tapti her Aiburobhat treat. Gobindo Ghosh Sir was another singer. Sir
passed away recently. I shared my birthday with Samar Sir (Samarendranath Basu)
of Chemistry who never failed to wish me first. He went missing one day much to
our shock. Prabir Roychaudhuri sir of History was witty and suave. In the science
faculty, Zoology was the department Iknew well.... Bhabani Shankar Joardar ( BSJ)
sir was another smiling face, Binayakda (Misra) too. But  had a bad fight with Keshab
babu ( Keshab Chandra Mukhopaddhay) over political issues....but thankfully it got
sorted.

Sudhinda (Sudhindra Banerjee) of Physics became the Teacher-in-Charge in less than
ayear after I joined, when Suvankar babu (SC) left to join RBU as Vice Chancellor. He
is my father's age and whenever I see or talk to him even now I feel that warmth. Sir
had been extremely supportive when in 1997, when Paromita and I broke the dress
convention of draping a sari for lady teachers in this college and started wearing
salwar suits. It was not easy as untoward comments, criticisms were abundant. But
Sir stood firm in his stand and stood by us. I have another fond memory of Sudhinda.
In 1997 we had an All Bengal Teachers' strike for a month. He was TIC then. He
requested all of us to compensate for the missed classes during Puja Holidays. We all
agreed as saying No to him was impossible,but we laid down a condition (how daring
was it to give condition to the acting Principal?). We told him to treat us, everyday, yes
you read right. And he did so... we were about 15/20 people then, for whom everyday
he used to bring tiffin carriers from home. Later when I went to his house ( very near
to where I stay) and met Mashima, I felt ashamed that she had to cook for so many
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people everyday. He also allowed me to join shootings on Saturdays as I was also
working for television then.

Debuda of Geography and his wife Umaboudi (in a different college) introduced me
to mountains, and to travelling without parents. Both of them were my mother's age.
So to them also I was like a daughter along with my earliest colleagues and buddies
Tapti ( De of History) and Paromita ( Chaudhuri of English, PC). We went on a trip
together to Sikkim with Debuda's team. Kalyan Rudra da (Ganges Specialist geo
scientist) and his family were also part of that team. Later Kalyanda used to come
to college probably as a GB Member, but he never forgot those initial years and
the memories associated with them. Debuda and Boudi literally nursed me in the
Sikkim trip where I had gone with a lung congestion. In my first Educational Tour
with students also, Debuda was the team leader thankfully, as he taught me how to
handle unruly students, how to maintain discipline firmly yet become friends with
them. That was a lifetime lesson for me as a teacher. Debuda, always a smiling face,
has remained the same even now. Whenever I meet him I feel I am that young girl
again.

Being the youngest staff member of the college at one time, I was pampered by very
senior colleagues. The huge Asutosh Building was confusing. I couldn’t remember
room numbers and locations. Staffroom In charge Dashu Da used to initially
accompany me to each class so that I wouldn’t get lost and also to make sure that
students understood that the lanky girl was their teacher. He was a tiny man but
had a sharp brain as any Professor and made the routine for the sessions, a work
which later was taken up by Apurbada (Roy/ AR) of Mathematics, the erstwhile Vice
Principal. Prahlad da of the Seminar Library used to bring a jar fiiled with narkol
naru after Pujo. Girida used to scold me if he found me in the tea stall at night after
my rehearsals in the locality for the theatre group Swapna Sandhani. Bibhutida,
then Arunda our Borobabus (HC) also taught me how keep record of leaves taken,
and categories of leaves which helped me during my first promotion in 2000. I used
to be slightly scared of Arunda, but later he mellowed a lot and always asked about
my wellbeing .

Phase 2:

In the next generation of colleagues I was close to Raikamaldi from English and
Anjusreedi from my Department. AB is the person who taught me everything from
running a department to preparing routine, checking University answer scripts,
doing scrutiny, being HE... the list can go on and on. She is not an outwardly warm
person, but I felt a love from her in spite of scoldings in between, which was very
natural to me as she is like a family member till date. | remember after I was awarded
my much delayed Ph.D, my treat team consisted of not just my friends but also
Binayakda, Sajalda ( Bhattacharya) RDG as they were so happy at my little success.
Binayak and Sajalda both from Zoology were very different from many a science
professor as they themselves being very culturally oriented, never twitched their
nose at Humanities unlike some.

My association with Angshutosh Da (Khan) of Physics (who left us on Saptami this
year) was also different as we both nurtured the same political ideology, as did
Tapti. Angshuda was a formidable leader of Dhakuria in those days and being an
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ex-SFI member of JU, I had known him since my own college days. His eyelid batting
signature smile belied the fact that when needed to speak about his ideology he
became transformed completely. What I really liked that the staffroom had people
with different political ideologies which often sparked heated arguments, but it was
only temporary, hence Sudhinda, Suvankar babu, Subirbabu (Basu Roy Chaudhuri) of
Geology, Amalbabu ( Amal Kanti Chakraborty), later Pranabda ( Basu) of Economics
and Angshuda were friends first. Apurbada and Pranabda were avid chess players
and the north-west corner of the staffroom was designated as the contest zone. Later
Sudipda (Dasgupta of Geography) also became a team member after Pranabda left
for Visva Bharati. This peaceful and healthy co existence in staffroom is a tradition
that Asutosh College has adhered to till date barring one or two stray incidents. That
reminds me that Pranabda, who as a TCS was the first person to make an effort about
gender equity in college to make few male professors stop discussing “anything” in
the earshot of female colleagues.

Amal Babu (AKC) was our senior in the Dept and became the first Vice Principal
of Asutosh College. In the first NAAC assessment of the college way back in 2002,
he practically forced me to make the presentation for the Department, much to my
discomfort as I was quite junior at that point of time. An acclaimed poet already,
his involvement in administrative work hindered his creative acumen, much to our
dismay. My gratefulness remains to him for introducing me to the books of Shahzad
Firdaus, one of my most favourite authors.

Swapan Brahma of Chemistry (later TIC), Debdas Roy of Geology, Mainak da (Gupta)
of Physics, Jayantada (Narayan Biswas) and Asokda (Roy) of Geography, Amritava
Banerjee Sir of Sociology (also a TIC), Mahaswetadi (Das Sharma) of History,
Anasuadi (Chatterjee) of Chemistry, Sujatadi (Roy) of Sanskrit, Nilimadi (Bhatta) of
Mathematics ... list of my association with senior professors is long which may not
be possible to accommodate in a single article. I was fortunate to work with three
Principals and four TICS . Dr. Debabrata Chaudhuri (DC)’s encouragement while
assigning me to create the first website of college was worth remembering. My final
promotion was also literally hand delivered to me by DC sir when the Government
nominee was making meaningless objections against it. In the day long wait, he
played the Santa Claus and asked me to "eat fish fry (which he ordered) and do
nothing" while he faxed Bikash Bhaban and got details to support my case.

DK Sir, ( Dipak Kumar Kar ) our former Principal was first a famous professor
of Botany, then Bursar finally the Head of institution. In all capacities he was the
super energetic and ever helping senior, who as long as he was available full time in
College, made it a second home as well. DK sir taught me all administrative work and
also the value of time in taking a decision and trusted me enough to let me handle
projects which I felt were beyond my capacity. His support towards and accolades
for cultural activities were also unparalleled until our new Principal, Dr. Manas Kabi,
who also broke another taboo after 107 years by allowing lady professors to dance
in a cultural event. Our college could attain A grade, courtesy DK sir, a truth which
can never be denied. But there is also a softer side to him. I remember he, Swapan
da, Phalgunida (Mukhopadhyay) of Mathematics came to see me in hospital. DK,
Anasua di and Mahasweta di also stood by me at a time when I was going through a
crisis. I remember Phalguni da once called up in the middle of a TV debate where I
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was a speaker, to congratulate me. It was so heartfelt. Another event where seniors
and juniors used to mingle was the annual picnic. Seniors like Phalgunida and
Sudipda used to do the bajaar. Cooking was supervised by Basanti Pisi, Anasuadi
then Anjusridi. We juniors took turns in serving.

With many senior professors like Angshuda, BS]J, Sajalda, Binayakda, Debuda, Anjudi
I was acquainted outside college even as they were and are familiar with my parents
as well as they came to our residence on various occasions. I also went to theirs.
There was really a family like feeling. We used to visit KRM on her birthdays on 30th
December. This will be the first year that will not happen and the next year will be the
first that I will not receive a poem from her on my birthday. With losing KRM, PCM,
GG, PRC and recently Angshuda and Basanti Pisi becoming bedridden, memories of
my early days in Asutosh College are fading also.

Phase 3:

But thankfully Raidi remains the bridge between the young me, who had colleagues
of my parents' age and the old me, who has colleagues of children's age in Asutosh
College. What do I say about her? We first met at my residence when I was 4years
old, where she went to meet my grandfather for some work. My father had been her
father's student at Presidency College. She calls him dada. So after I joined it was a
very happy reunion after many, many years. She hoped I would call her Pisi, but for
me she is like the elder sister I always cherish. Like KRM, Raidi also was dedicated to
college. I remember College Foundation Day Programmes on 17th July which were
almost like their personal family affairs.... that was the level of attachment they had
and worked accordingly. Long before the day, Raidi and KRM used to sit with others,
(I was fortunate to be a part also), and planned everything. On that day from early
morning she and KRM would be in the hall doing everything, putting cellotapes in
handpainted stage props and décor, or helping the performing students with safety
pins, even paying from their own pockets in case of any deficit in fund. KRM once
even asked us to sell her bangle to get money....a gesture which was not allowed quite
naturally but shows the love one can have for the workplace. This reminds me of one
funny incident of 1998 when after Sudhinda (TIC) complimented the programme,
Raidi and I put forward our palms asking for "baksish" for the performance, which
actually was a naughty plot to get the deficit money and yes we succeeded.

If Raidi, and later also Daliadi (Mukhopadhyay of Zoology) were backstage and on
stage respectively, I used to be totally tension-free during any programme. The
dedication that Raidi had was there till herlast yearin college in 2016, when she almost
single handedly took care of police security arrangements for the inauguration of
Centenary Building by the then President of India Sri Pranab Kumar Mukhopadhyay.
She was and still is very emotional who would cry when a colleague or anyone of his/
her family had an ailment. Deaths in families of colleagues devastated her. How she
took care of KRM when she was ailing was also out of this world. She had (still has) a
pleasing personality and could tackle well difficult people, a support which is missed
now.

Honestly I sometimes felt that being so connected to workplace can be painful after
retirement specially for a person like KRM. Changing times may have changed our
minds. One can still be sincere and dedicated but the need to maintain a distinction

OO OO OO OO OO0 @ OO OO



ASUTOSH
COLLEGE

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO O OO0

between personal and professional is strong also. But Rai di, Krishna di had been the
ideals and will remain so forever for many of us.

My reminiscences can continue for many more pages but that is not sensible. So I
have to stop here. But in the memory bank there are more gems which I will cherish
even after I retire. I have been fortunate to join young and be in company of such
seniors who one way or the other contributed in making me what I am today. I just
hope I can also leave fond memories for my juniors in the course of my remaining
tenure in Asutosh College. Life in Asutosh College will be a full circle then.

( P.S. I haven’t written about my contemporaries as they are still working and my
juniors know them from close. But with some of them, I have many memories which
I may share as Phase 4 before I retire.)
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Centenary Building

FORMER PRINCIPAL

L~

Panchnan Singha Someswar Prasad Khagendra Nath

1916 - 1948 Mukhopadhyay Sen
1948 - 1956 1956 - 1966

Nirod Kumar Dulal Kumar Mitra Dr. Subhankar
Bhattacharya (Acting) Chakraborty
1966 - 1977 1977 - 1979 1979 - 1997
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Sudhindra Kumar Amritava Dr. Debarata
Bandyopadhyay Bandyapadhyay Chaudhuri
(TIC) (TIC) 2000 - 2008
1997 - 1999 1999 - 2000

Dr. Swapan Kumar Dr. Dipak Kumar Apurba Ray
Brahma Kar (Vice Principal)
(TIC) 2009 - 2023 2017 - 2023
2008 - 2009
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